












Copyright, 1916, oy The Sunday Schoo: Times Co. 








School Gimes 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 








Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, January 22, 1916 


Vol. Fifty-eight, No. 4 


$1.50 a year; in clubs, $1.00 
See page 64 








Lesson for February 6 in this Issue 


Notes on Open Letters: 





What Did Jesus’ ‘‘ Hard Saying’’ Mean?. . .. . .50 
Spiritual Prosperity, and Debt. . . ghee ee 
Is lt Gambling? ... . er An a ee et _ 


From a Veteran Pastor's Pravers. 

The War's Steel Rails in Bible Lands. By Ww illiam €. i 
lis. LL.D... . 51 

How America Surprised. a Japanese “Count. ’ By ‘the Rev. 
Gerrit Verkuvl, Ph.D. 

A Hindu Guru's Camphor | Flame. 
Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S 


§ 

By Professor Harlan P. 
evens p Bate. 2a 

By the Rev. Fran- 


What ‘ ‘ Preparedness" Did in Trenton. 
“OR RS IR er et ae OF Sa ae eee Ss & 
How to Use the Heart, Mind, and Will in Prayer. By the 
Rev. W. Graham Scroggie oe 
How the Real Su = ents-in-Chief Are Doing re 56 
General Lesson Helps . . 57-62 


Can You Answer These Questions? By Samuel Sco- 
ville, Jr. . 62 
For Family Worship. ’ By the Rev. Joseph w. Kemp — 
The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By Robert E. Speer . 62 
For Children at Ifome . . . 63 
Basin and Wes et eed ek oe OG 


“ 
Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more; neither shall the sun strike upon them, nor any heat: 
for the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne shall be their she herd, 


and shall guide them unto fountains of waters of life; and Go shall 

wipe away every tear from their eyes.—Rev. 7 : 16, 17. 

z. January 2.—The Ascending Lord... ...... Acts 1: 1-14 

2. January 9.—The Coming of the Holy Spirit... . Acts 2: 1-13 

. anuary 16.— Peter’s Sermon at Pentecost . Acts 2 : 14-47 
anuary 23. —T “VO F's) Se are Rom, 8 : 12-30 
January 30.—The Lame Man Leaping ......... Acts 3 

£4 Feb. 6.—The Boliness of Peter and John . t=3! 


. Acts 4: 
February 13.—Humbled and Exalted . . », 0) 0M BS ReRB 
f February 20.—'the Christian Krotherhood at jeru- 
salem (lemperance Lesson) Acts 4 : 32 to 5 : 16 
A 


9. February 27.—The Seven Helpers cts 6 


zo. March 5.—The Death of Stephen... . .. * Acts 7:1t08:3 
a1. March 12.—Heroes and Martyrs of Faith . . Heb. 11:1 to 12:2 
12. March 19.—Philip and the Ethiopian . . Acts 8 : 26-40 


‘The Great Multitude . 
% 


God’s Singers 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


13. March 26.—Review ; . Read Rev. 73917 


OD has his larks, his nightingales, 
His robins lilting in the rain, 
His vesper sparrows of tiie dusk, 
His thrushes’ silver-voiced refrain ; 


Sweet choristers of woods and fields 
That hymn the sunrise and the dew, 

His wilding singers, glad and free. 
He has his caged canaries, tov ; 


The little birds of hun.ble homes, 
Small songsters of the folded wing ; 
Not theirs the swift and tireless flight, 
The hidden nest, the wak’ning s; ring; 


Their window world is all they know, 
Their narrow lives and sim: le notes, 

And yet, what bubbling joy o’erflows 
Their happy hearts and swelling throats! 


Fain would I soar as soars the l:rk, 
My voice with such a rapture thrili; 

Lord of the birds, keep me content 
To be thy caged canary still. 











Empowering Your Speakers 
How often are you helping’ cthers in the best 


way? God can help them more than you can ; so the 
best you can do for them is to ask God to do his best 
for them. Add to this acts of thoughtful, loving 
human kindness, and you will be a perpetual bless- 
ing. One of the speakers at a meeting in the Lay- 
men’s Missionary series now covering the United 
States recently had an unexpected and refreshing ex- 
perience. As he, a stranger in that city, entered the 
church where he was to speak, a man whom he did 
not know stepped forward and greeted him heartily. 
A few minutes later, as the speaker was alone in the 
vestibule of the church, this same man sought him 





out and said quietly, ‘‘Do you feel the need of any 
prayer before you speak in this meeting?'’’ The 
speaker's. heart., leaps ‘*Indeed I do,’’ he an- 
swered gratefully. ihe “two'thety went together, 
alone by yas: Nag ‘ind on their knees poured out 
their hearts to God in prayer and thanksgiving and 
intercession for his blessing on the coming message. 
How often does a speaker in the Lord’s service have 
that sort of ‘‘lift’’ given him? Have you offered to 
help others in that way ? 


x 
Ready to Learn 


God never limits all of his wisdom to any one 
person. He gives us trusted Christian friends and 
counsellers, so that oftentimes we may gain from them 
the wisdom that we lack. It is true, there may come 
a time when, in obedience to our conscientious con- 
viction of God's will, we must stand out against the 
views and urgings of all others, But such a time is 
utterly exceptional ; and even at such a time it is ques- 
tionable whether God has not something important that 
he wants to communicate to us through some fellow- 


man. God may count it vitally important that our 
‘tinner light’’ be supplemented by some ‘‘outer 
light’’ from a friend, which is none the less light 


directly from God. Always we need to remember the 
caution ; ‘* Beware when everybody else is wrong and 
you are the only one right. Satan is at work.’ 


a“ 
What Free-Will Is For 


God predestinates, and man’s will is free. We 
can puzzle over the seeming contradiction of these 
two God-revealed truths as much as we please ; but 
they are true. God in his sovereignty has given man 
free-will. And man is absolutely free to choose for 
himself death or life. The greatest choice that any 
man ever makes is his choice of eternal life. And if, 
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further, he wants to enjoy all the miraculous blessings 
and privileges of eternal life now and here, as he 
can, he must use his free-will to choose to be the 
bondservant, which means the slave, of Christ. So 
Tennyson wrote, 
** Our wills are ours, we know not how, 
Our wills are ours to make them Thine.’’ 


Our free-will is given to us in order that we may vol- 
untarily choose to subject our wills wholly and for- 
ever to God. Having entered into the emancipating 
slavery of Jesus Christ, we find that the mind and the 
will of Christ are energizing our beings. In this 
slavery we have such freedom, such power, such wis- 
dom as God himself has. It is his offer, his pledge 
to us. Have you yet chosen all these riches for your- 


self? 
x 
What To Look At 


All sorts of troubles and difficulties are standing 
right around you. That is the meaning of ‘ circum- 
stances'’: things that stand round us. And it is 
enough to take the heart out of almost any man to 
look at his circumstances, Dr. Griffith Thomas, in 
reminding us of these truths in the lesson last year on 
Elijah’s temporary breakdown in faith, pointed out 
that, after Jezebel had threatened Elijah’s life, it was 
when he saw ¢hat that he began to go to pieces. The 
trouble was that he was just then seeing that ¢ireat 
instead of seeing God. Our circumstances ought not 
to have our chief attention. Dr. Thomas mentions, 
in that connection, the very striking meaning of the 
Hebrew shown by the margin of Isaiah 41 : 10, where 
God is piling up his blessed and inviolable assurances 
of his omnipotent caring for Israel ; ‘* Fear thou not, 
for I am with thee; look not around thee, for I am 
thy God.’’ The worst circumstances in the world 
melt into impotent nothingness when in faith we look 
at God, 


% 


The Crowning Grace of Boldness 


O SUCH amazing words had ever fallen upon the 
ears of men as the words the multitudes 
heard when Jesus ‘‘opened his mouth and 

taught them,'’—God again speaking to men from a 
mountain, Man's spirit ever since has revolted 
against ‘‘ Blessed are the meek’’ and ‘ Blessed are 
the peacemakers.’’ The beatitudes that the world 
would substitute are ‘‘ Blessed are the valiant’’ and 
‘* Blessed are the war-makers,’’ voiced by its prophet 
Nietzsche, No wonder, in the face of these strange, 
revolutionary sayings, that it took violence for men to 
break with every previous conception they had had, and 
to enter into this Kingdom that Jesus was proclaim- 
ing. 

But another great shock was in store for a surprised 
world. The multitudes had been astonished at the 
teachings of Jesus ; and well they might be. When 
Jesus died and rose and ascended to Heaven, the fol- 
lowers. of him who was ‘‘meek and lowly in spirit,’ 
who himself lived the beatitudes, also caused the peo- 
ple and rulers to marvel. They marveled at their 
boldness ! These meek and lowly men, these peace- 
makers, were possessed of a boldness that defied the 
combined authority of the rulers of their own sacred 
nation, and also the awful might of the world empire 
of Rome. 

There is a word that is written again and again in 
prominent letters in the book of the Acts. It is the 
word ‘*boldnessi'’ Three times in the brief passage 
in the fourth chapter that forms the portion for the 
current Sunday-school lesson this word is significantly 
spoken, ‘* When they beheld the boldness of Peter 
and John’’; ‘‘grant unto thy servants to speak thy 


word with all boldness’’; ‘‘ they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and they spake the word of God with 
boldness.’’ 

At Damascus Paul ‘‘ preached boldly in the name 
of Jesus’’ (9: 27). He was also ‘‘with them going 
in and going out at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the 
name of the Lord’’ (9: 29). After Paul's address at 
Antioch of Pisidia had converted many, and the 
rulers contradicted what was spoken, and blas- 
phemed, ‘‘Paul and Barnabas spake out boldly,"’ 
and pronounced the solemn sentence that the word of 
God would be turned from them and to the Gentiles 
(14 : 26). In Iconium, ‘‘Long time therefore [be- 
cause of the opposition of the disobedient Jews] they 
tarried there speaking boldly in the Lord’’ (14:3). At 
Ephesus Paul entered into the synagogue ‘‘ and spake 
boldly for the space of three months"’ (19 : 8). 

If the great keynote of the Acts is the ‘‘witness’’ 
that the disciples bore to Christ, through the Holy 
Spirit, then assuredly the character of that witnessing 
is described by this word «‘boldness.’’ And there is 
a closer connection between this word and witnessing 
than appears in the English translation. The Greek 
word is Jarrhésia and means literally ‘‘ freedom in 
speaking.’’ 

No preaching or other witnessing for Christ can 
count for much unless it has in it this grace of bold- 
ness. Paul knew this, and that is why his earnest 
and urgent pleading to the churches for their prayers 
on his behalf bears always the same message. In 
that marvelous passage to the Ephesians in which he 
exhorts them to put on the whole armor of God be- 
cause of the wrestling against the mighty invisible 
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spiritual powers, he closes the description of the 
armor with a call to prayer, and asks for prayer on 
his behalf, ‘‘that utterance may be given unto. me in 
opening my mouth, to make known with boldness the 
mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador 
in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to 
speak’’ (Eph, 6 : 19, 20). 

Nor is this grace for the preacher only. It is the 
quality necessary for every efficient soldier of Christ. 
Paul in writing to Timothy of the qualities that church 
officials should have says that ‘‘ They that have served 
well as deacons gain to themselves a good standing, 
and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ 
Jesus’? (1 Tim, 3 : 13) 

The Holy Spirit goes even farther than this when 
he through Paul names boldness as the grace with 
which af service and living for Christ should be 
done: ‘According to my earnest expectation and 
hope, that in nothing shall I be put to shame, but 
that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ 
shall be magnified in my body, whether by life, or by 
death'’ (Phil. 1:20). And immediately following 
this Paul puts his great declaration, ‘‘ To me to live 
is Christ."’ 

Not toward men alone are we to exercise this grace 
of bokiness. We are to have boldness toward God, 
And indeed it is only the man who has boldness 
toward God who can go boldly before men with God's 
message. ‘‘If our hearts condemn us not, we have 
boldness toward God"’ (1 John 3:21). We are ex- 
horted to ‘* Draw near with boldness unto the throne 
of grace’’ (Heb. 4: 16), having ‘‘ boldness to enter 
into the Holy Place by the blood of Jesus’’ (Heb. 
10:19). This boldness toward God is also related 
directly to our speaking; it is freedom of utterance 
toward God, Itis boldness that gets for us a supreme 
need of service,—prevailing power with God. When 
John says we ‘‘ have boldness toward God,"’ he adds 
this as the natural result, ‘‘ And whatsoever we ask 
we receive of him, because we keep his command- 
ments and do the things that are pleasing in his 
sight’’ (1 John 3 : 22). 

It was the direct result of the filling of the Holy 
Spirit that gave the disciples the boldness to witness, 
It is the Holy Spirit also who makes possible this 
boldness toward God. The Holy Spirit sets free our 
lips and our life, and gives us this bold freedom in 
Christ’s service. Paul in the third chapter of Second 
Corinthians contrasts this freedom of the unveiled 
gospel with the limitations of the law, when Moses 
had to veil his face. ‘' Having therefore such a hope, 
we use great boldness of speech, and are not as Moses, 
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who put a veil upon his face’’ (v. 12). In speaking 
of how this veil is taken away in the Lord, Paul adds, 
*« Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty "’ 
(v. 17). Here, then, is the secret of freedom of utter- 
ance toward God, in prayer, and toward men, in wit- 
nessing. 

There are three great words that are significantly 
linked with this grace of boldness in different New 
Testament passages. They are the words faith, 
hope, love. Faith gives us boldness toward God. 
‘«In whom we have boldness and access in confi- 
dence through our faith in him’’ (Eph. 3:12). Hope 
gives us boldness in respect to ourselves. If we have 
our hope set upon him, we shall not be ashamed be- 
fore him at his coming, but we shall ‘‘have boldness 
in the day of judgment’’ (1 John 4:17). Love gives 
us boldness toward men. Almost anything can be 
said toa man whom we truly love. Paul could say 
to the Corinthians, ‘‘ Great is my boldness of speech 
toward you,’’ because he could say also, ‘‘ ye are in 
our hearts to die together and live tuyether'’ (2 Cor. 
7:34 

Yet * is also love that casts out fear and gives us 
boldness in the day of judgment; it is love that en- 
ables us to approach the Father intimately through our 
Lord, and it is his love that constrains us to witness. 

Love is greater than faith and hope, not because 
these other abiding things shall be done away, but 
rather because love includes faith and hope, for ‘love 
believeth all things,’’ and love ‘‘hopeth all things."’ 
Let His love then constrain us to great boldness; for 
boldness is a crowning grace that flows out from Spirit- 
filled lives when they meet the world, and also when 
they go into the presence of God to use great freedom 
of speech in the liberty of the Spirit. 

When we are living this Spirit-led life, with all bold- 
ness, we can say with Paul, ‘‘To meto live is Christ.”’ 





What Did Jesus’ “‘ Hard Saying ’’ Mean? 


Please explain what the following passage from Scrip- 
ture means: ‘' Jesus therefore said unto them, Verily, 
verily, | say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son 
of min and drink his blood, ye have not life in your- 
selves *’ (John 6: 53).—A NEW YORK READER. 


Jesus is the bread of life (John 6: 48). He is the 
only true bread in the universe, All other bread, 
even the manna that was given to God's children 
through Mosés, is not true bread (John 6 :'32), but 
merely a type of the true bread, Christ. 

Now bread is given for the purpose of feeding upon. 
And in order to feed upon anything we must eai it. 
Christ, the true and only bread, was God's unspeak- 
able gift to this world in order that the world might 
feed upon him, and by eating live. 

This true bread, Jesus Christ, consists of body (for- 
merly his physical, now his resurrection, body), mind, 
and spirit. We cannot set aside any one of those 
parts of the person and being of Christ and say it is 
not a part of the Bread of Life. And it was necessary 
for him to offer his physical flesh and blood in order 
that men might partake of him as the bread of life. 
Meyer suggestively refers to the crucifixion as the 
surrender of Jesus’ bodily form that we might have 
spiritual food. And Meyer goes on to show that the 
physical body of Jesus, apart from his Spirit, could 
not give life to believers; that this is what Jesus 
meant when he said ‘‘the flesh profiteth nothing,"’ 
but ‘it is the spirit that giveth life’ (John 6 : 63),— 
as he explained his words about the eating of his 
body and the drinking of his blood, which as a ‘‘ hard 
saying*' had caused many even of his disciples to 
murmur, 

But, and this is vitally important, while the merely 
physical body and blood of Jesus could not give us 





eternal life, nevertheless that physical body and blood, 
an essential part of his own being and person, played 
a vital part in the atonement that released his life to 
us. He could not make that atonement and give us 
life except as he yielded up his body and blood to be 


offered, broken, crucified and killed, for us. Meyer 
speaks of our Lord’s flesh as ‘‘ the corporeity which 
must be offered up in his atoning death (John 6 : 51), 
in order that believers might experience the full power 
of the quickening Spirit’’ (Jehn 7 : 37-39). And so 
we by faith feed upon or eat the physical body and 
drink the physical blood of our Lord Jesus if we 
would receive his Spirit as our present life; that is, 
we must by faith accept or feed upon the atoning sac- 
rifice made by the breaking of his body and the pour- 
ing out of his blood (Luke 22 : 19, 20) if we would 
receive his Spirit as our Life. 

Because Jesus surrendered his physical body so as 
to release to us his life, we must believe this; we 
must by faith appropriate a// of Christ, —that is, take 
what his body and blood, as well as his Spirit, have 
done for us, We must believe on him as having 
thereby become our Saviour from the penalty and 
power of our sin; we must, by faith, feed. upon his 
body and drink his blood in our recognition and ap- 
propriation of his death-bought atonement. And 
then we can receive Christ, literally and actually, as 
he himself, still and always the bread of life, enters 
into us by his Holy Spirit and gives us life in himself. 

It does not seem necessary to take the words of 
Yesus in physical literalness as to ‘our eating the flesh 
and drinking thé blood either in ‘the passage inquired 
about, or in Matthew 26 : 26, 27 (where at the last 
supper he says of the bread dnd the. cup, -‘* Take, eat ; 
this is my body. : . : Drink ye-all of it¢:for this is my 
blood'’), any more than it’ is:-:meeessary to: take: in 
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physical literalness the words ‘‘ Thy words were found, 
and I did eat them’’ (Jer. 15: 16). Jeremiah does 
not mean that the words of God were taken in tan- 
gible presence into his physical stomach. Nor is it 


‘necessary to believe that the body and the blood of 


Jesus are to be taken into our physical bodies to-day, 
though, as is well known, some branches of the pro- 
fessing Christian church hold this view, believing 
that the bread and the wine in the observance of the 
Lord's Supper are to-day supernaturally changed into 
the bedy and the blood of Jesus, 

- On this view the Westminster Confession of Faith 
says: ‘* The outward elements in this Sacrament, duly 
set apart to the uses ordained by Christ, have such 
relation to him crucified, as that truly, yet sacrament- 
ally only, they are.sometimes called by the name of 
the things they represent, to wit, the body and blood 
of Christ: albeit, in substance and nature, they still 
remain truly, and only, bread and wine, as they were 
before."’ 

The Westminster Larger Catechism, on the question 
how we may feed upon the body and blood of Christ 
in the Lord’s Supper, says: ‘‘ As the body and blood 
of Christ are not corporally or carnally present in, with, 
or under the bread and wine in the Lord's Supper; 
and yet are spiritually present to the faith of the re- 
ceiver, no less truly and really than the elements them- 
selves are to their outward senses ;. so they that worth- 
ily communicate in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
per, do therein feed upon the body and blood of 
Christ, not after a corporal or carnal, but in a spiritual 
manner ; yet truly and really, while by faith they re- 
ceive and apply unte themselves Christ crucified, and 
all the benefits of his death."’ | 4 

The Lord Jesus Christ, by his Holy Spirit, is liter- 
ally within all Christian believers to-day. As their 
bread of life he is their life. In joy and thanksgiving 
and miracle-freedom from the penalty and power of 
their sin they may feed upon him moment by moment. 
At the same time our Lord Jesus in his resurrection 
body—his physical body. changed by the power of 
God into a spiritual body—is in heaven at the right 
hand of God the Father (Rom, 8 : 34). His unceas- 
ing intercession in heaven for all believers, together 
with the intercession of his Spirit with and within us 
here on earth, makes it possible for us to feed upon 
the Son of God and to offer him as the bread of life to 
the starving, dying world about us. 


-_— 


Spiritual Prosperity, and Debt 
Will a church prosper spiritually that has been in debt 
for a long time ?—CALIFORNIA SUBSCRIBER. 

Yes, such a church may prosper spiritually in the 
most blessed and marvelous way. But this spiritual 
prosperity will not be because the church ‘‘has been 
in debt for a long time,’’ but because it is now prayer 
fully seeking to do God’s whole will in getting out of 
debt. If it is not doing that, there can be little 
spiritual prosperity, debt or no debt. 


s— 
is It Gambling ? 


In this community some people have been working puz- 
zles printed in a newspaper, and by getting the right an- 
swer they get a check for $275 good on a piano. Is not 
this a clear case of gambling? A few who were winners 
in the contest got a check for $275, but found that they 
must pay some money besides the check in order to get a 
piano.—OHIO INQUIRER. 

The newspaper clippings sent by this inquirer make 
an offer of a ‘*$275 piano free,’’ or ‘‘$200 in cash 
divided’’ among tying contestants if more than one 
person answers the puzzle correctly. And the puzzles 
are so simple that a large number of persons is likely 
to answer correctly. 

This is not gambling. For gambling consists of 
each of two or more persons risking certain money or 
other value, on the chance of losing what he risks, or 
of winning a return by the loss of others, The gam- 
bler always risks an outright loss in the hope of get- 
ting something by causing another an outright loss, 
In the prize advertising case, the contestant ‘puts 
up’’ nothing, risks nothing, but simply takes advan- 
tage of the offer of a prize. This is similar to the 
offering of prizes in athletic contests ; and in this case 
of the newspaper contest it is a matter of skill, not of 
chance, if the contest is honorably conducted. Gam. 
bling, which attempts to get something for nothing 
by causing another person a loss, must be distinguished 
from prize contests, where the prize is offered either 
as a free-will gift, or as an advertising plan in order 
to win customers. 

Whether it is best to seek to win advertising or 
other contest prizes of this sort is a question for the 
individual Christian to let his Lord decide for him. 
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‘ when ‘*he must needs go through Samaria.’’ 


LESSON FOR FEB. 6 (Acts 4: 1-31! 
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The War’s Steel Rails in Bible Lands 


Second in the series ‘‘ Behind War’s Screen in the Holy Land” 





By 


William T. Ellis, LL.D. 





— the thick veil of war’s secrecy and censor- 
ship momentous changes are taking place in the 
region that for thirty centuries has been, and 
still is, the center of deep interest to the whole world 
outside its borders; the Holy Land that is the birth- 
place of what the world calls the three monotheistic 
religions. Since the present war was declared great 
and permanent transformations have been wrought in 
this part of Turkey ; changes that are destined to bring 
into conformity with Western usages Oriental customs 
which have persisted for millenniums. The ‘‘change- 
less East,'’ about which scholars and travelers talk, 
has become the land of modern progress. 

The fact is new to every reader of these lines that, 
within recent months, there has been established a 
complete railway system linking Beersheba, a south- 
ernmost point in Palestine, on the border of the Sinai 
Desert, with the extreme north of Syria, far beyond 
the Dan of Bible times; so that it is less than the 
truth to say that a railway now runs ‘‘From Dan to 
Beersheba.’’ This new Palestinian Railway, which is 
actually in operation, is but a link in a vast system 
which already makes it possible for troops to entrain 
at Haidar Pasha on the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus, 
across from Constantinople, and with only ashort march 
through an incompleted section of the road in the 
Tauris Mountains, go to Aleppo, which is the Chicago 
of northern Syria ; and thence down through the Holy 
Land by way of Damascus and Jerusalem to Beer- 
sheba. 


Changing the ‘‘ Changeless East” 


All this new railway construction has been hastened 
in preparation for the second expedition to Suez, when 
it will be necessary to bring supplies from Constanti- 
nople and Europe. The importance of the achieve- 
ment from a military standpoint is clear from the sim- 
ple statement that it now takes but a week to go from 
Constantinople to Beersheba by rail. 

Because this part of the world has so long been sacred 
to Biblical history it is difficult to accept the present- 
day reality of its railway development. A thousand 
articles have been written invoking the shades of Abra- 
ham and the prophets and the apostles upon the sim- 
ple fact that for nearly twenty-five years the traveler has 
been able to go from Jaffa to Jerusalem by rail. The 
distance is only thirty miles as the crow flies, but by 
rail it is nearly fifty. This touch of the modern in the 
ancient land of Canaan has set afoot much talk of 
other improvements, 

Periodically one reads of street-car lines projected 
in Jerusalem—a feat that is actually impossible within 
the city itself, because of the narrow and vaulted streets, 
where one must stand aside to let even a camel or don- 
key pass. Outside the walls, and to link up Bethle- 
hem and Emmaus, and other suburbs, it is quite pos- 
sible to introduce an electric line. Into some parts of 
Jerusalem electric lights have come, and the telephone 
is no longer an impossibility. 

Travelers over the Jaffa-Jerusalem line, dreading 
the journey by horseback or wagon up through the 
land, have often dreamed of the day when a railroad 
should run down the center of Palestine, over the 
route which Jesus and his disciples so often followed 
Capi- 
talists have considered this as a possibility for the 
distant future, 


Tearing Up the Old for the New 

Now it is suddenly made a present reality by mili- 
tary necessity. Both the German and the Turkish 
officers refuse to undergo the difficulties and delays 
of last winter's expedition to Suez. If another at- 
tempt was to be made to invade Egypt, thev said 
there would have to be a railroad line connecting the 
base at Beersheba with the garrisons at Jerusalem, 
Shechem, Damascus and Aleppo. Djemal Pasha, 
Commander-in-Chief, and his German associates, 
learned that lesson from the costly and fruitless ex- 
pedition of a year ago. 

It is easy for military commanders to decree ; but 
it is not so easy for civiliqn officials to perform. 
Railroads cannot be made by merely wishing them. 
Turkey was bottled up by the Allies, and all her 
trade by sea stopped. She had no steel mills, and 
only a few “bocomotives. To secure new engines. is 


Would you know the facts about the world’s most 
dramatic and far-reaching railroad enterprise ? 
What the war has actually done to the railroads of 
Palestine and the East, and the bearing of this upon 
the campaigns in the Holy Land and in Mesopo- 
tamia, Dr. Ellis sets vividly before Times readers 
with a completeness and accuracy that make this 
account the first of its kind published in America. 








impossible, so that the scheme lacked locomotives, 
rails, and ties ; for wood is notoriously scarce in Pal- 
estine. 

The sacred enterprise of the Mecca Pilgrim railway 
took: long years in reaching Medina, with the re- 
sources of all the Mostem world behind it, and with 
all gateways of supplies open. Still, if Turkey had 
not built the Mecea railway she could not have per- 
formed the present feat of linking up the distant ends 
of the Turkish Empire by rail. The laying down of 
the railway across the desert from Medina is a feat of 
which Turkey was very proud, and she had great cel- 
ebrations all over the empire, and invited even the 
Arab sheiks to participate. In the central square of 
Damascus there stands a curious monument: a col- 
umn representing the railway, with the Mosque ot 
Medina on its summit. ; 

Meisner Pasha, the German engineer in charge of 
this work, has been highly honored in the Ottoman 
Empire ever since his feat became a reality. So 
Meisner Pasha, railroad builder, was called in by 
Djemal Pasha for the present emergency. He adopted 
heroic measures to secure a roadbed and rolling-stock. 
That section of the Jaffa-Jerusalem line from Jaffa to 
Lydda was térn up to supply rails and ties. This 
demolition would also ‘hinder the movements of the 
Allies, who control the sea, should they make a land- 
ing at Jaffa. It was not*bad strategy, they figured, to 
cut the connection with Jerusalem. Similarly, the 
Haifa-Damascus Railway line was raided for material 
for the new project. 

Now the news comes that the line is completed to 
Beersheba, even though it is temporary and frail. 
The locomotives have great difficulty in securing fuel, 
either wood or coal, yet the line is there, and in 
emergency the trains run. 


An American the First Passenger 

An American, Vice-Consul Samuel Edelman, of 
Aleppo, was the first passenger ever to ride on a train 
from Jerusalem to Damascus, spending twenty-four 
hours on tite journey ; the entire distance, as the rail 
runs, being about two hundred and eighty miles. I 
do not know how much Bible history Mr. Edelman 
recalls, but on this historic ride the scenes of practi- 
cally all the, major events in the Old and New Testa- 
ment passed in.review, He crossed the path of the 
patriarchs, and of the prophets, and of Israel's kings 
and armies, as well as the footsteps of Jesus and the 
apostles. In all the world there is no other ride so 
crowded with interest as that which may now be 
taken between Jerusalem and Damascus. How the 
tourists will throng to it when tranquillity has been re- 
stored to the Land! The effect upon the Zionists’ 
industries and enterprises and colonies is only one of 
fifty phases of the possibilities of the new line that 
appeal to the imagination. 

Because I assume that this first statement of the 
transformed railroad conditions in Bible lands will be 
clipped and used by hundreds of preachers and Sun- 
day-school teachers and religious papers, I want to 
restate in a few paragraphs the railway situation in 
the Holy Land proper: that little strip of earth on 
the eastern shore of the northern Mediterranean, 
which is at no point more than fifty miles wide, and 
only one hundred and fifty miles in length, ‘* From 
Dan to. Beersheba.’’ Although smaller than the 
state of New Jersey, this bit of soil has been the 
crossroads of history, and has had greater influence 
in the development of mankind than all the rest of 
earth's surface together. 

Confining ourselves strictly to Palestine, we recall 
that for. many years there have been two railroads 
crossing it from west to.east,.but not connecting with 
each other... Qnevruns from Jaffa {the ancient Joppa, 


where Peter had his vision, and Jonah took his ill- 
fated ship) to the holy city of Jerusalem, by a some- 
what meandering route, © Practically all the American 
travelers to the Holy Land within the past quarter of 
a century have tollowed this route, The trains are 
comfortable, and on the European model, and they 
run on reasonably exact schedule, The railway sta- 
tion, just beyond the Jaffa gate of Jerusalem, is one 
of the most cosmopolitan spots on the earth's surface. 
From it thousands of Syrians have taken train for the 
first part of the journey to the United States ; and not 
a few ambitious young Jews—children of pious colo- 
nists in the Land of Promise—have accompanied 
them. This road has no branches or connections, 
but merely runs from Jerusalem to the sea. 

The other line crossing Palestine, and likewise 
under French control, strikes inland from Haifa, the 
city at the upper end of Mt. Carmel, a short distance 
from Acre, famous in the history of the Crusades, 
Haifa, like Jaffa, has a large quarter of German colo- 
nists, Christian pietists, whose settlements appear 
like German villages inthe homeland, From beneath 
the brow of Mt. Carmel, where it overlooks the Med- 
iterranean, the Haila Railway runs in a southeast- 
erly direction through the famous plain of Esdraelon, 
oft the battleground of Israel and other nations of 
antiquity. 

The Haifa Railway runs through Megiddo—* Ar- 
mageddon *’—to Damascus, passing under the shadow 
of twelve-mile-long Mt. Carmel; ‘‘ the mountain of a 
thousand valleys,'’ at the lower end of which the 
prophet Elijah had his dramatic conflict with the 
priests of Baal. The line continues through Jezreel 
and Bethabara until it strikes the Jordan Valley, up 
whose romantic and beautiful ravines it runs—with 
their ancient hermit caves and ruined citadels and 
cities on every hand—until it touches the lower end 
of the Lake of Galilee. 

Thence again the engines face eastward to the land 
of romance, and, after a short journey through De- 
capolis, proceed northward through the mysterious 
and history-laden Hauran to Damascus, From 
Damascus the line returns over the Lebanon Moun- 
tains to Beirut in northern Syria, but that is outside 
the limits of Palestine proper. 

Until within recent months these two have been 
the only railway lines within Palestine itself. Now 
their routes and connections have been changed for 
military reasons, and the two have been united into 
one by a line running north and south through the 
center of the Holy Land. The new construction con- 
nects with the Jaffa-Jerusalem section at Lydda, and 
strikes north through ancient Samaria, with an im- 
portant station at Nablus, which is the Shechem of 
the Bible story. It connects with the Haifa line at a 
point a few miles directly south of Nazareth, and thus 
continues on over the Hijaz Railway to Damascus, 
where it is linked up with the railroad to Aleppo. 


** All Out for Beersheba ”’ 

In the south the terminus of the new railway is, 
oddly enough, Beersheba itself,—the city which has 
for ages, since Abraham dug wells there, been the 
synonym for the extreme point. The sleepy littie 
Arab town on the site of ancient Beersheba has been 
niarvelously wakened up since it became a military 
base and a railway terminus. Formerly it was a 
traffic point, insofar as it was a center of supply of 
camels for desert transport. Instead of wiping out 
this business, the coming of the railway has enhanced 
it, for three days of desert waste lie between Beer- 
sheba and the Suez Canal. 

On the way to Beersheba the new railway line 
touches Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac and Jacob 
and Rachel and Rebekah lie buried. This sacred 
site is now a military depot. The field of Machpe- 
lah, about which we read in the Book of Genesis, now 
holds a railway station. 

Beneath these simple facts of railway construction 
in Palestine the thoughtful reader perceives the doom 
of the changeless East. Confirmations of Biblical 
record have been continuous for many centuries since 
foreign scholars have visited or dwelt in the Holy 
Land. Light has been thrown upon countless pas- 
sages of Scripture by the native customs which have 
persisted throughout the centuries. Excavations have 
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imparted a new understanding of Holy Writ. This 
was possible only in the leisurely East. The railway 
has changed all that. When peace again comes, 
drummers will be found in every train, and Western 
wares and Western ways will quickly change Pales- 
tine, even as they have changed Japan. Soon it will 
be too late to see the East of the Bible. 

Berlin to Bagdad by Rail 

Important and interesting as is this sudden railway 
development within the borders of old Palestine, still 
more romantic and important is the progress made in 
northern Syria, Asia Minor and Mesopotamia. In- 
stead of putting a stop to the progress of the Bagdad 
Railway, the war has accelerated it almost beyond 
belief. Only a few relatively insignificant gaps now 
remain in the railway between Berlin and Bagdad. 

Troops, trade and passenger traffic may now accom- 

plish by far the greater part of the journey from utili- 
tarian and up-to-date Berlin to Bagdad, the capital of 
the Caliph, the home of Haroun er Raschid, and of 
the Arabian Nights, If the war continues another 
year, and the Allied forces do not prevertt, this most 
interesting of all the world’s railway projects will be 
completed by Christmas, 1916. The conducior at 
Berlin may cry, ‘‘All aboard for Constantinople, 
Ephesus, Old Philadelphia, Tarsus, Nineveh, Bag- 
dad, and Babylon. Special side-trip to Damascus 
and Jerusalem. Stopover at Rebekah's Well.’ 
. One of the great dreams of statecraft is the Bagdad 
Railway, far surpassing in political and commercial 
significance the Trans-Siberian, or the Cape-to-Cairo 
roads, In its present form it must be credited to 
Emperor William, although the British had a prior 
proposal for the ‘* Euphrates Valley Railroad,’’ frosa 
the Mediterranean to Bagdad, That scheme, how- 
ever, did not link up with Constantinople and with 
Europe. The present project, now so nearly fulfilled, 
traverses the ancient highways across Asia Minor and 
Mesopotamia, and down the Tigris-Euphrates Valley 
to the Persian Gulf. 

Every foot of the way is crowded with romance; it 
is the route of all the conquerors of antiquity,—Bab- 
ylon, Assyria, Persia, Greece, Rome, Mongols, Sara- 
cens, and Crusades. Abraham came north along the 
same way, and Jonah followed it to Nineveh ; as did 
later the Jewish exiles to Nineveh and Babylon. The 
Apostle Paul traversed most of it afoot. Classical 
and sacred histories are the best guide-books over this 
journey from the heart of the West to the heart of the 
East. 


Trade Treasures from the Garden of Eden 

Nevertheless, this is not primarily a sentimental 
enterprise. Trade is its first consideration. In Em- 
peror William's eye was the grain of Asia Minor and 
upper Syria and Mesopotamia for the bakeries of 
Germany ; the cotton of lower Mesopotamia for Ger- 
man looms; and the oil from the fields where Noah 
got pitch for his Ark, to be fuel for the ships of the 
German navy and for the locomotives of her railways. 

Moreover, this imperial railway project would land 
Germany at the door of India. Nowadays everybody 
knows that German diplomacy looks toward India: 
all who have studied conditions on the spot saw this 
long ago. The Persian Gulf, Britain's most jealously 
guarded sphere, and India, her richest possession, 
were threatened by the Bagdad Railway. 

All political considerations aside, the economic trans- 
formations are prodigious. It took me nine or ten 
days’ journey by caravan to go from Aleppo in Northern 
Syria to Diabekir, on the upper Tigris ; and thirty 
days to go from Diabekir down the Riverto Bagdad on 
a kelek, or goatskin raft. Over the Bagdad Railway 
this entire journey may be made in three or four days, 
with never a fleabite by the way, and never a need to 
keep one’s weapons at hand day and night, There 
have been on an average a dozen tourists a year at 
Babylon and Bagdad ; under the new conditions hun- 
dreds and thousands will journey thither to stand on 
the very bricks trodden by the feet of Nebuchadnezzar, 
Alexander the Great, Darius, and Daniel. 


Tunnelling the Taurus 

The startling fact has apparently been overlooked 
by the press of the world that the Bagdad Railway is 
now almost completed. At least the most difficult 
pieces of construction have been finished. The ob- 
stacles that remain are chiefly military, because of the 
advance of the British up the Tigris-Euphrates Valley. 
On the other hand, the recent rapid extension of the 
Bagdad Railway clear through to the Tigris River 
facilitates the movement of Turkish troops. Aside 
from a few short missing links in the Taurus Moun- 
tains, the Bagdad Railway has been entirely finished, 
except tor three hundred and seventy-three miles 
along the wéstern bank of the Tigris River. 

The high point in the achievement, and one which 
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dwarfs all other obstacles, is the completion, a few 
weeks ago, of the Baghtche Tunnel, midway between 
Adana and Aleppo. Many critics of the Bagdad 
Railway project said that this work could never be 
completed. The engineering difficulties of the Taurus 
Mountains rivaled those of the Alps and the Rockies. 
Yet this tunnel is now open. Its total length is three 
miles, or, to be exact, 16,028 feet. It penetrates the 
Amanus Mountains, on the border between Asia 
Minor and Syria, at an altitude of two thousand feet. 

Needless to say, this is the longest railway tunnel 
in Turkey, and the crowning achievement of the Bag- 
dad Railway engineers. All sorts of difficulties, in- 
cluding the transport of machinery, training of labor- 
ers, and the overcoming of the inertia of Oriental 
conditions, had to be met. They have ail been con- 
quered. Atone point several hundred yards of almost 
pure quartz were encountered in the digging, and these 
had to be penetrated by special boring machines. 
But the tunnel is through, and in eminent circles in 
Turkey and Germany this engineering triumph is 
counted equal to a great military victory. 

Eleven similar tunnels, amounting to an aggregate 
of ten thousand additional feet of boring and digging, 
have been finished. These, together with the build- 
ing of bridges and of virgin roadway—for the line di- 
verged from the historic route through the Cilician 
gates at this point—are esteemed subordinate to the 
great achievement of the Baghtche Tunnel. 
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Although trains were not actually running when this 
news came out of Turkey, the line is deemed practic- 
all complete from Konia (the old, old city of Iconium, 
where Apostle Paul was mobbed, and where many 
history-making events have occurred) clear through to 
Tarsus (the birthplace of the apostle who declared he 
was ‘‘a citizen of no mean city"’) and Adana, and 
thence on to Aleppo, the city whose famous castle will 
soon be a tourist spectacle. Aleppo is connected by 
railway with the port of Alexandretta, on the north- 
eastern shore of the Mediterranean. 

The native name of Aleppo is Halep, which means 
‘*white cow’’; the legend being that Abraham once 
dwelt in the city, and every night would bring his 
white cow out to the gate to be milked for the benefit 
of the poor. The practical-minded twentieth century 
is more interested; however, in the fact that Aleppo 
has already become the greatest railway center in the 
Turkish empire. It is the principal point for the ex- 
portation of ‘‘sus,’’ as the natives call licorice root : 
many an American man is chewing, in the the form 
of plug tobacco, the flavor of Aleppo’ s principal export, 
At this city the Bagdad Railway links up with the line 
to Damascus, and thence down through Palestine. 

The story of the Bagdad Railway is really a theme 
for a romancer, rather than a plain newspaper chron- 
icler. Its beginnings are hidden in the mazes of in- 
tricate diplomacy, of which the epochal fact of Em- 

(Continued on page 54) 





How America Surprised a Japanese Count 
By the Rev. Gerrit Verkuyl, Ph.D. 


And why he gave his Buddha rosery 
to a Minnesota pastor 
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The Christian business men in the offices of the Great Northern and of the Northern 
Pacific Railway, whom the young Japanese count came in touch with, could not boast 
seventeen centuries of ancestral scholarship. But they had something else that he 
wanted, though he did not know what it was,—even after he visited the “shrine” 
at which one of these men worshiped. Dr. Verkuyl’s story of the brilliant young 
count’s extraordinary experience in America, which occurred about two years ago, 
bas been read, and confirmed in all its details, by the Minnesota pastor who received 
from his young Japanese friend the significant token of the Buddha.rosary. 


BOUT three years ago there called at the study of 
a St. Paul, Minnesota, pastor a young Japanese 
count, who had come to our country to qualify 
himself more thoroughly in the science of railroading. 
Years ago his father had been chief stockholder of a 
little railway company in Japan, but-more recently the 
Japanese government had incorporated that branch 
into its great national system. The transaction re- 
sulted in bringing the officers of this railway company 
into the employ of the government. 

The son, who was a graduate of the University of 
Tokyo, climbed and climbed trom one position to 
another until a high position in the government rail- 
ways was opened for him. Then it was deemed wise 
that he cross over to this country to study the James 
J. Hill system in the western part of our country, and 
the Pennsylvania system in the east. 

The brilliant young count came to this pastor with 
a great inquiry ; he was in search of something he 
lacked and could not get within his grasp. In his 
native land he had already drifted away from the re- 
ligion of his ancestors, His father had never felt 
greatly concerned about these matters, but his mother 
was a devout Buddhist, and tried diligently to rear 
her son in the same faith. To him the Buddhist re- 
ligion was emptiness, and he bothered not his head 
about any other. Never during his college years at 
Tokyo had 1l.e entered a Christian church, or even 
met a Christian missionary. He took for granted 
that those men were but duplicates of the heathen 
priests, whom he had learned to distrust and despise. 

When he left home, his mother presented him with 
a charm, in the form of a Buddha rosary. 

‘«My son,”’ she said, falling upon his neck and 
kissing him farewell, ‘‘ whenever you find yourself in 
trouble, rub these beads well between both hands 
and say your prayers. No evil can then befall you.’' 

He faithfully promised to carry out her instruction, 
and did so a few times,—only to cry out with the 
sacred writer: ‘‘ All is vanity.’’ 

To understand the mental processes that were at 
work for weeks and months before he called on the 
minister, we need to move a bit nearer to his stand- 
point. The Japanese of the more highly cultivated 
class possesses what we might term an exaggerated 
measure of self-esteem. In examining himself he is 
pertectly able to value every favorable point at par, 
while those less flattering are not unlikely to be over- 


looked. Among the first statements that our young 
count made that afternoon in the pastor's study was 
the assertion that he was a scholar and the scion of 
seventeen generations of scholars ; that he was highly 
cultured and enjoyed honors superior to most men of 
his age ; that there was nothing the matter either with 
his brains or with his character. Still, he confessed 
a certain lack, which puzzled him the more because 
of his advantageous position. 

When he got into the Great Northern and Northern 
Pacific Railway offices, he came in touch with men 
who could boast no seventeen generations of ancestral 
scholarship, and yet they seemed to be—well, quite 
capable, anyway. Some of these men had been born 
on the farm,—think of it! Yet now they were hand- 
ling the big affairs of the office, and that with com- 
parative ease. They were masters in their profession. 
How could that be explained on the basis of his 
home-training? What is more, how could it be ex- 
plained on the basis of the theories of Herbert 
Spencer, which he had so readily absorbed at the 
Tokyo University? Here were these men of humble 
birth, intellectual giants ; big of heart and strong of 
will and character. This was, indeed, a mystery. 

More than that, he detected, or rather sensed, some- 
thing in certain of these men that went beyond brains 
and culture. It was something intangible, inex- 
plicable ; something of the faith of his mother, but 
far superior to it; for these men were thinkers, 
workers, and they possessed that something beyond 
with all their hearts and all their minds. He could 
not help admiring that subtle quality which he could 
not fathom, What might it be? 

One day he ventured to ask one of them at what 
shrine or temple he worshipped, and was directed to 
the church of the pastor whom afterward he inter- 
viewed. For several Sundays he attended there, but 
only to realize that there was no point of contact. 
The music appealed to him; but the prayers, the 
readings, and the preaching might as well have been 
conducted in an unknown tongue. Such was his story 
on the afternoon of his call. 

The pastor gave him a New Testament with the 
English and the Japanese languages running parallel. 
They agreed that each week-day one hour should be 
spent by him in reading that Testament, and half an 
hour in its discussion at the pastor's study. The 
count started with Matthew, but found so many ailu- 
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sions to the Old Testament that it was decided he 
should take a few select portions there. - The basis of 
the New Testament in the Old was once more’ <lis- 
covered, ted 

After Matthew came Mark, and over the various 
items they talked together, the Japanese usually com- 
ing in with numerous objections. So familiar were 
these objections that the pastor, who knew the writings 
of Spencer reasonably well, decided to ask his stu- 
dent pointblank how much Spencer he was reading 
and how much Bible. After some serious discussion 
the count agreed to leave Spencer alone for a while 
and to.do more positive work. 

John’s setting of the Gospel made adeep impression 
upon shim. . Almost it persuaded him to be a Chris- 
tian ; but hestill held aloof. After Actscame Romans, 
in which the seventh chapter touched him most 
deeply. These were, after all, his own experiences. 
The ‘‘old man”’ was there within him ; and the ‘‘old 
man’ was there inthe world, But the teaching of tle 
‘new man’’ he could not yet grasp. 

Not until he reached the latter portion of First Cor- 
inthians, the fifteenth chapter, did the light break in 
upon him. Forthis he had been seeking all the while, 
this difference between the natural and the spiritual. 
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Now the word of God had revealed it to him. This, 
then,’ it was'which lifted iien’ up in‘ that mysterious 
way, as neither learning, nor culture nor even morals 
can lift. ‘ 

One afternoon soon ‘after, the count came quietly 
into the pastor’s study and said : ‘I want to pray, just 
pray with you.’’ The two knelt in the presence of 
their Saviour'and the count prayed first. His heart 
and mind were clear. Jesus, the Christ, was his per- 
sonal Saviour, and he prayed to the Father in the 
name of his Son, the Redeemer. 

When at last the young man was ready to leave for 
New York City he handed to his new friend, the pas- 
tor, the man whom he had learned to love, the charm 
which his mother had given him and which had been 
used in worship for many generations, the Buddha 
rosary. His friend hesitated to accept the gift; but 
the young Japanese count insisted, for to him it meant 
an abiding token to the pastor that one man had found 
learning and culture and ethics insufficient, and had 
found in present day Christianity with all its weak- 
nesses, the suggestion of the supernatural ; had found, 
moreover, the source of that wonderful power in the 
person of Jesus Cirrist. 

AppLeTon, WIs. 





A Hindu Guru’s 


Camphor Flame 


And other miracles seen from the Missionary Watch Tower 


By Professor Harlan P. 


Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 





ROM Sirur, India, comes this story of the Mahar 
Guru, or religious teacher, Chokoba. He had 
surreptitiously heard something of the gospel 

before that glad day when Jesus dawned upon his 
reverent mird, and he remained after the preaching 
to ask where he might get more light. Pathetic it 
was a little later to hear his words spoken to the mis- 
sionary : ‘‘I have missed the true way to God. _Be- 
fore I never felt 1 needed anything, but now I feel 
hungry in my soul"’. And then came his quest for 
God. 
piece of metal and lighted it. As its tiny, clear flame 
burned itself out, he clasped his hands and became 
absorbed in meditation and prayer. Explaining his 
act, he told the missionary that his petition was that 
just as the flame rose to heaven so might his soul rise 
to God ; just as it burned itself out and left no trace 
of ash behind, so he longed to be so absolutely de- 
voted to God that no trace of earthliness might be left. 

In due time, understanding what Christianity. was, 
and proving the sincerity of his new life, he begged 
to be allowed to go and give his son a farewell kiss, 
and tell him that he was dead—the old life past, and 
his connection with his hosts. of disciples living in 
eighty-four villages given up, After announcing his 
purpose in the hall where he had taught others Hindu 
doctrines, his son was so overcome that he came to 
plead that the missionary would not urge his father to 
leave them. His father was one of six great leaders 
of half a million ; his disciples were heartbroken ; 
they had prepared a splendid tomb which was await- 
ing his decease ; and a printed petition showed how 
the populace longed to have him remain their Guru. 

The baptismal day, which is to Indians the inex- 
orable Rubicon, was a great occasion for all. Divest- 
ing himself of his threefold sacred cord as Hindu 
teacher, he witnessed a good confession, and the 
beautiful service made him one with his Lord. Later, 
when his old disciples remonstrated, his reply was 
simple and convincing : ‘* All my life I’ ve been seek- 
ing light and peace ; seeking, seeking, seeking, but 
never finding. Now J have found /”’ 
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The Japanese Emperor’s Coronation 


HE elaborate ceremonies culminating on Novem- 
ber 10 in the final act of self-coronation of the 
Japanese emperor are full of imteresting sugges- 

tion. The imperial progress from *he start in Tokyo 
to its impressive finish at the ar vent capital of the 
Mikados at Kiyoto ; the silen: sands, who swelled 
into myriads in the greai ce’ 4, looking reverently 
upon their emperor, descended in unbroken line from 
the Sun Goddess in a dynasty which has endured since 
Jimmu Tenno’s reign, contemporaneous with King 
Josiah’s ; the ancient Shinto ritual with its combina- 


. tion of symbolic ritualism and a shivering Occidental 


decolleté background ; the final acts. in. the gorgeous 
ceremonial when, after the imposition of the crown 
and the premier’s signal, the spectators burst into the 


Taking out a bit of camphor he placed it on a: 


Japanese hurrah, ‘‘ Banzai /'’ meaning ten thousand 
years,—a mighty shout taken up by countless thou- 
sands without and thus popularly proclaiming him 
emperor ; the curious rescript issued by him in which 
one notes the ‘survival of that ancient ancestor worship 
which makes it incumbent upon the emperor to con- 
nect his future action with the will and presence of 
the spirits of the long line of dead mikados, as an 
earlier ceremony had announced it to imperial ances- 
tors of ‘the prehistoric deity period :—the entire scene 
was oné that blended the prehistoric past, with its 
poetic symbolism and unbelievable traditions with a 
living present in which the emperor is showing him- 
self us democratic in some respects as President 
Wilson. 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Eddy in India.—Sherwood Eddy’s recent work in India 
and Ceylon has been signally blessed, though no such con- 
spicuous results as were witnessed in China have yet been 
reported, One very significant item is the setting apart of 
a Singhalese layman, who has given his time and paid all 
expenses to the work of arousing the churches. Mr. 
Eddy’s presence at meetings of various church bodies has 
turned the thought and aspirations of the ministers of those 
denominations to evangelism. 


Khama at Eighty.—On the borders of the Kalahari 
Desert is Serowe, the capital of good Chief Khama, now 
in his eightieth year, one of the most striking personalities 
of Negro Africa, both as Christian and reformer, They 
have just dedicated a famous red limestone church after 
years of labor. The natives in the audience at the dedi- 
cation numbered between 15,000 and 20,000. After the 
service was over Chief Khama placed the keys of the build- 
ing in the hands of representatives of the London Mission- 
ary Society, under whose care the church has been. 


China’s Emperor’s Gift.—The January World Out- 
look tells of the new Union University in remoie Szechuen, 
where churches of different denominations of the United 
States. Canada, and Great Britain do their common work 
of higher education: The half-tones representing the 
adapted Chinese architecture of its fine college buildings, 
and giving facsimiles of letters from the governor of that 
province, as well as one from the newly-elected emperor, 
Yiian Shih-k’ai, are most striking. ‘The emperor not anly 
lauds this Christian institution, but he also inclosed his 
check for $4,000, which he hopes they ‘will be gracious 
enough to receive,’’? A lappy augury for the New China 
and its new emporor. 


Wear and India Missions.—The work of German and 
Austro-Hungarian missionaries in India is in a most critical 
state, now that the Indian Government has resolved to 
repatriate all women workers and such men as are of non- 
military age, while interning those liable for military service 
as prisoners of war. Though this affects mainly the Goss- 
ner, the Hermannsburg, the Breklum, the Leipzig and the 
Basel Missions, it also removes many missionaries from 
other societies belonging to.the neutral.and Ally countries, 
Moved by the generous action of Bishop Westcoot, noted in 
a previous issue of The Sunday School Times, the Ameri- 
can ‘Lutherans are now ftrving to raise $3,000 a month to 
continue in service the ‘native workers of German and’ Aus- 
tro-Hungarian soeietic- 
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The great reverence shown the ‘‘sanctuary"’ as it 
is called, is due to the fact that its enclosed mirror 
was, in the words of Japan’s ancient scriptures, the 
very self, or as another text has it, the soul of the Sun 
Goddess. Similarly the sword was a Japanese Excali- 
bur extracted from the tail of a terrible serpent of an- 
cient days and is intimately connected with Japanese 
history. 

The Christian significance of the occasion is seen in 
the statement that American missionaries were leaders 
in the movement to hold services in every Christian 
church in the empire, whether native or foreign, where 
prayers were offered for the longevity and happy reign 
of the new emperor, The presentation of the elegant 
copy of the Bible by American Japanese, mentioned 
in the last Missionary Watch-Tower, was intended to 
suggest the lasting friendship between Japan and the 
United States, 

% 


At ‘‘Cow-dust Time” in India 


N India much of the preaching is done about sun- 
down when trails of dust over the plain mark the 
coming home for nightly protection of the village 

cattle. The preacher joins those sitting about and 
resting from the day's labors, enters into conversation 
concerning prospects of rain, the state of the crops, or 
any current news of the place. The preaching proper 
almost always begins with a story or a parable, is in 
this instance quoted from the August Chronicle of the 
London Missionary Society : 


I hear that you have good crops this year. I congratu- 
late you. It was thus with a village not far from here four 
or five years ago. In that village there lived a woman, a 
widow, who had a good deal of property. One day at the 
end of the harvest she said to herself: ‘* By God’s grace 
my fields have yielded abundantly, the harvest has been 
reaped and garnered, and now I find I have a nice sum of 
money in my hand; what shall I do with it?’’... This 
good woman says, ‘‘I’ll have a jewel made. They say 
that the goldsmith Ramappa of this village is a clever 
workman: I’ll ask him to make me a nose ornament.’ 
.-- He does so and produces such a jewel as fills the 
good woman with delight. When she receives it she 
shows it to her friends and exclaims, *‘ Ah, ah, ah. when I 
put this in my nose my whole face will beam like the 
moon; what a clever, cunning, skilful workman is Ram- 
appa !’’ 

Now it happened that a wise, old man who lived oppasite 
heard this, and seeing what was going on, strolled across 
the street and said, ‘* My good woman, because your gold- 
smith Ramappa has made an ornament which pleases you, 
you praise and belaud him thus. inordinately. There is a 
much more skilful Workman than Ramappa: if he had not 
made for you a nose, where would you have put your nose 
jewel? Have you ever praised him? Have you praised 
him not only for your nose, but for the whole beautiful 
body he has made for you? Have you ever praised him— 
have you as much as thought of him? Who is he?’”’ 

After a little the woman exclaims, ‘* God.’’ 

**Yes; God. Have you ever thought of God and praised 
him? Who is God? Where is.he? Whatis he? Who 
has ever seen him? What can we know of him?... 
When I look across the street there and see that house 
standing securely on its pillars and posts, beams and raft- 
ers, I know that some one with intelligence made it; and 
you who live here can perhaps tell me that it was Bassiah, 
the builder, who built it. So when I look up and see this 
great dome of the sky spreading over our heads, standing 
securely without either pillars or rafters, I know that Some 
One with supreme intelligence made it. I know that God 
made it.’’ , ,; 


And thus the sermon proceeds, with the sense of 
‘*problem"’ aroused, with the homely allusions to 
what every auditor knows, until God is made to seem 
real and very near and kind and loving and powerful. 


< 
Seen on Peking’s Streets 


N AFTERMATH of Sherwood Eddy's China 
evangelistic campaign of last year is thus de- 
scribed in the November issue of Foreign Mail : 

‘While I was in Peking I was riding along the street 
with one of the missionaries. He pointed to a mis- 
sion building that had been enlarged to double its 
capacity, and said to me: ‘That was made necessary 
to take care of the Bible classes from the Eddy meet- 
ings.” Soon we passed a church to which he pointed 
and said : ‘ That was practically dead a year ago. It 
is now a flourishing institution. The young Chinese 
pastor was utterly discouraged until the Eddy meet- 
ings.’ We next passed a mission compound and he 
said ; ‘ The church there now has a student club of a 
hundred members.’ Aaother missionary in referring 
to the work of the Association: remarked : ‘ Mission 
work in Peking has had to be readjusted so as to take 
care of the students and educated men turned into the 
church by the Association.’*’ And Peking is only 
one of the centers touched by the Eddy campaign. 
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| The War’s Steel Rails in Bible Lands 


( Continued from page §2) 
peror William’ s visit to the holy places was but a part. 
he long diplomatie struggle between Great Britain 
and Germany to prevent the consummation of this tri- 
umph of Teutonic skill was the second chapter. Now 
the actual achievement of the great dream is the final 
chapter. 

As the background of all lies the route of the road 
over the world’s oldest highways, and the most mo- 
mentous battlefields. Merely to name over the sta- 
tions on the line is to conjure up the ghosts of 


** The glory that was Greece, 
And the grandeur that was Rome,’’ 


as well as of the splendors of literally all the other 
ancient world empires. Nearly a year has elapsed 
since the line from Aleppo to the east crossed the 
Euphrates River—the first metal bridge in the expe- 
rience of that most historic of all streams. Imagine 
it—the River of the Garden of Eden, about which we 
read in the second chapter of Genesis, is now crossed 
by made-in-Germany steel girders, and by puffing 
locomotives with Germans at the throttle ! 


Visiting the Hittites By Rail 

No contrast between the old and the new could be 
greater than that. Still, as a close second, right at 
this particular railroad bridge, on the eastern bank of 
the Euphrates, we find the great mound that once was 
the capital city of those mysterious people the Hit- 
tites.s Ask any archeologist what is the greatest 
problem baffling archeology to-day, and he will in- 
stantly answer, ‘‘ The decipherment of the Hittite in- 
scriptions,"’ Great hopes were reposed in the British 
Museum expedition to excavate Carchemish, but this 
work had scarcely begun when it was stopped by the 
war. 

Fifty years ago the very existence of any such great 
people as the Old Testament designated the Hittites 
was denied by scientists ; now all students of arche- 
ology and ancient history are waiting for the discov- 
ery that will unlock the secrets of this empire. The 
Bagdad Railway makes it easier for scientists to visit 
Carchemish and to study these ruins, It was at Car- 
chemish, we recall, that Nebuchadnezzar defeated 
Pharaoh Necho, and thus determined the question 
whether Egypt or Babylon should rule the East. . 

One of the familiar stories of childhood is touched 
by the extension of the Bagdad Railway east of the 
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Euphrates. Trains are now running to Ras el Ain, 
which lies between Harran and the Tigris. Now, as 
every reader of the Bible knows, it was in Harran 
that Abraham settled after leaving Ur ot the Chal- 
dees. When this line is finished it will penetrate all 
the way to Ur itself. 


Rebekah’s Well a Railway Station 

lf Abraham had waited a few thousand years he 
might have saved himself a long and tvilsome and 
troubled journey by buying a through railway ticket 
from the place of his birth, with a stop-over at 
Harran, clean through to Canaan, and even to the 
station of Hebron, where his bones now pepees in the 
cave of Machpelah. 

Romantic youth, however, loves to dwell more upon 
the story of Abraham's daughter-in-law than that of 
the patriarch himself ; and the Bagdad Railway now 
takes the traveler straight to Rebekah’s well, where 
Eliezer, Abraham’s steward, found the beautiful wife 
for his master, Isaac. 

The latest word coming out of Turkey reports Ras 
el Ain as the present limit of construction, but the 
remaining three hundred and seventy-three miles 
down the west bank of the Tigris, with the principal 
station at Mosul (ancient Nineveh), are the easiest of 
all. There are no engineering difficulties, The only 
obstacle to be encountered is that from the British 
expedition, which, at’ this writing, is reported at the 
gates of Bagdad. The British have not only pene- 
trated up from the Persian Gulf to the terminus of 
the railway, which will give them the use of the fifty- 
six miles of railway to the west that have already 
been built between Bagdad and Samara, a Moslem 
shrine city, but they have also secured the allegiance 
of several powerful Arab tribes, and they have un- 
settled others. 

This is discomfiting to Turkish plans. The Shamar 
Arabs range between Bagdad and Ras el Ain, and they 
are a powerful, warlike tribe. It is not yet known 
which way their allegiance will go. Offsetting this, 
howevever, is the fact that the new railway makes the 
transport of Turkish troops across the desert;much eas- 
ier, so that the Arabs may be kept better.in hand. 

Whoever may get Turkey, the railway will continue, 
and trade and travel will be accelerated. Thus anew 
and wonderful link between the far and the near, the 
old and the new,: the sacred and the secular; has been 
forged in the furnace of Mars. 

SWARTHMORE, Pa, 





What “Preparedness” Did in Tisaten | 


Getting ready for war, under 
Billy Sunday's generalship 


By the Rev. Francis Palmer 





Two minutes and forty seconds to take an offering from a congregation of 10,000 
people, to deposit it with the treasurer, and to get back into their places, is a usual 


performance with Billy Sunday’s ushers,—after a lot of practise. 


Trenton broke the 


record in this, and in many other details, including the first day of trail-hitting, which 


Mr. Palmer will tell about in his next article. 


Trenton’s “ Preparedness " plans may 


well be studied not only by other cities that are looking forward to evangelistic cam- 
paigns, but by all Christian workers who would lead their cities in a battle for souls. 


O I believe in preparedness? Yes, I do, and 
with a big ‘P’,’* said Mr. Sunday in his 
opening sermon at Trenton, That Trenton 

is like-minded one can see from Mr. Sunday’s further 
comment, ‘‘ The preparatory work done in Trenton 
has been the best that we have ever seen in all our 
experience.”’ 

Trenton’s exceptional preparatory work has been 
fourfold, 

The finance committee acquitted itself with credit. 
With an estimated expense of $25,000, a guarantee 
fund of $50,000 wis secured in the form of pledges or 
subscriptions to shares of stock, payable only in case 
of the failure of the tabernacle offerings to meet ex- 
penses, This task was not difficult, since no such 
pledge has ever needed to be collected in the twenty 
years of Mr, Sunday's experience. These pledges, 
deposited ‘in bank, became security for the money 
borrowed to erect the tabernacle and meet preliminary 
expenses. Now comes the task of disposing of obli- 
gations, and Trenton is confident this will be done 
quickly, since at the first service at whieh special 
effort has been made to raise a substantial sum she 
has broken records by contributing $3,205, with 
‘* beer checks, buttons, nails and iron-washers enough 
it melted together to make,"’ as one expressed it, ‘‘a 
good-sized church bell."’ 

Noteworthy in the Trenton campaign has been the 


preparatory work of the Prayer-meeting Committee. 
Eigiit months before the campaign was to begin the 
committee divided the city, with its fifty churches, 
into nine districts, with a chairman over each. Sur- 
rounding towns within a radius of twenty-five miles, 
with their one hundred and twenty-seven affiliated 
churches, have been similarly organized into forty- 
one such ‘‘ districts.’’ Districts have been subdivided 
according to churches into ‘‘sections,’’ with a pastor 
or his appointee as chairman. Each sectional chair- 
man was requested to count the houses and estimate 
the Protestant families in his section, so that he could 
subdivide it into ‘* blocks,’’ each consisting of about 
forty co-operating families. District chairmen then 
called round-table meetings of sectional chairmen, 
armed with their church lists and lists of reliable 
workers resident in the sections which had been fur- 
nished by the pastors of distant churches. Chairmen 
of block committees were here selected. 
Church-members of all denominations, resident ‘in 
specific. blocks, were listed, so that they might be 
placed in the hands of block chairmen. -In their 
hands was also placed a printed *‘plan of work,”’ 
showing the duties of block committees in securing 
homes and leaders for prayer-meetings, in Canvassing 
their blocks, and making reports to headquarters. 
Block chairmen were then commissioned to constitute 
their committees, each consisting ordinarily of three 
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persons, one man and two women, representing, if 
possible, three denominations. 

Men active in the Philadelphia campaign were 
meanwhile requisitioned to address the Pastors’ Union 
and also inspirational district meetings, with block 
committeemen and others present. 

A ‘‘trail-hitters’ day '’ was held in all the churches 
when men influenced for Christ in Philadelphia en- 
kindled interest among churchmen by their testimony 
and experience. 

The Men's Bible Class movement was started and 


‘the prayer-meetings were begun, with the result that 


during the six weeks 3,659 meetings were held with a 
total attendance of 51,837. 

Reports from these meetings show that the smallest 
attendance ran as follows: 9, 12, 16, 21, 14, I1, 20, 
7. 4, 33, while the largest recorded 49, 32, 37, 64, 67, 
68, 72, 53, 27, etc. One block reported 30 as an 
average, another 45, another 38. 

Forty conversions were reported as taking place in 
these prayer-meetings before the arrival of the Sunday 
party. Persons hostile at first opened their homes. 
Many Roman Catholic families were interested. Re- 
quests for meetings were sent from many Italian 
homes, eight or nine of them being of the Church of 
Rome. One such asked how much it would cost to 
have a meeting in his house. Hearing the reports 
from these block prayer-meetings, Miss Saxe said : 
‘«This is wonderful. The preparatory work here is 
better than in any city we have ever been in.’’ 

The Ushers’ Committee is a third department of 
work that has made a record at Trenton. Receiving 
from each pastor a list of all the men of his church, 
with a check mark against all ‘the fine, clean, influ- 
ential, physically able, middle-aged men,’’ the chair- 
man of the Ushers’ Committee appointed his com- 
mittee, consisting of a first and second assistant head 
usher, three lieutenants assigned to the center right 
and left sections of the tabernacle, and a lieutenant 
and assistant for the rostrum. This committee met 
and selected fifty men from various churches as key 
men, The committee and the fifty key men meét, 
and from the lists submitted by the pastors and from 
the names of volunteers selection was made of a full 
corps of ushers, doorkeepers, and reserves. These 
men met for commission and instruction. Each was 
assigned to..a section of, the, tabernaele.-:.He-is ex- 
pected to report for duty before 7.15 or his place is 
filled by a reserve man, Four absences automiutic- 
ally drops the man from. his commission. 

So efficiently has this part of the work been done 
that’at the fourth service held in the tabernacle with 
ten thousand persons present the collection was taken, 
deposited with the treasurer, and every man*back in 
his place in two minutés and forty seconds, a record 
never made by any city before the expiration of the 
fourth week. 

The Music Committee is the fourth department of 
work which has shown efficiency in the matter of 
preparation. A mixed chorus of twelve hundred 
voices, and a male chorus of the same number, were 
requested by Mr. Rodeheaver. Each pastor ap- 
pointed two persons as a local committee and as mem- 
bers of the Music Committee. Of the eighty members 
appointed seventy-eight were present at the first meet- 
ing. Three lists of singers were then secured, one 
from the pastors, one from the church’s music com- 
mittee, and one from volunteers. These were sub- 
mitted to the local committee from each church for a 
sifting process. None were accepted who were un- 
able to sing by note. Members of church choirs and 
quartets were particularly sought, and became key 
singers. So enthusiastic has been the response, and 
so successful the work of the local committee, that 
instead of the two choirs requested Trenton has fur- 
nished three, with twelve hundred and fifty members 
in. each, two mixed choirs and a male chorus, 

These successful lines of preparation have been 
made possible by Mr. Sunday's system of organiza- 
tion, efficiently managed by the Rev. John W. Welsh, 
the advance man of the party, and by the painstaking 
care of local committees. 

From the lists of members furnished by pastors, 
properly checked, committees could learn who in the 
judgment of pastors were qualified to sing, act as 
usher, secretary, or member of personal work, factory, 
or business women’s invitation committees, etc. 
Cards distributed in the churches and signed by in- 
dividuals, and checked by the pastors, indicated 
those who were willing and qualified to serve in these 
various departments.. From such lists it was not 
difficult to effect an organization reaching in all the 


churches those able and willing to render that service , 


needed in the diversified work of the Sunday cam- 
paign. 
Trenton, N. J. 
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system into our 





Il. LEARNING THE WORSHIP PART OF PRAYER 

HE complete idea of prayer, as we find it revealed 

in the Word of God, must always include these 
five parts : 
1. ADORATION, the worship of God. 
ConFEssIon, the acknowledgment of sin. 

3. PeriTion, faith’s claim for personal need. 

4. INTERCESSION, the soul’s ministry at the Throne 
of Grace on the behalf of others. 

5. THANKSGIVING, the heart's expression of joy in 
God. 

These ideas are closely related, and yet they must 
be separately apprehended, and,-in some sense, sep- 
arately put into operation. It will not be possible, of 
course, rigidly to sever them in the practise of prayer, 
and yet the distinctions must not be lost sight of. 
How best these various parts may be balanced in the 
exercise of prayer must be discovered by each indi- 
vidual, but unless one can remain a considerable time 
in the ‘‘secret place,"’ and thus have opportunity to 
traverse the entire field of devotion, it is well, on the 
whole, to make one or other of these parts prominent 
each time one goes aside to meet with God. 

As a suggestion only, for no hard and fast rule can 
be made, I would say, let worship be prominent in the 
morning, intercession at mid-day, and thanksgiving 
at night, and each time let all the others circle around 
these. Such a method would give definiteness and 
directness to prayer, and, where one was fully surren- 
dered to God, would prove an unfailing source of joy 
and of power. 

Let us now examine these five great parts in prayer, 
and see also how we may use the Scriptures in the 
exercise of them. 


» 


ADORATION. 


The’ consideration’ of one or two things ‘here will 
help us immensely ; and first : 


1. The Idea of Worship. 

The meaning of the Old Testament word for wor- 
ship may be gathered from the various translations of 
it in our versions. In 2 Kings 17 : 36 we read, ‘‘Him 
shall ye worshif’’; in 2 Samuel 9g : 6, **Mephibo- 
sheth fell on his face and did [David] reverence’ 
in Exodus 11 : 8, ‘*All these thy [Pharaoh's] servants 
shall bow down themselves unto me [Moses]’’; in 
Genesis 37 : 7, ‘‘ Your sheaves made obetsance to my 
sheaf’’; in Numbers 22 : 31, ‘*Balaam /e/ flaf on his 
face before the angel’’; and in Proverbs 12 : 25, 
‘* Heaviness in the heart of a man maketh it stoop.'’ 
All these words have one root idea, that of prostration 
of-one’s self before another, or others. Worship be- 
gins, perhaps, in wonder which deepens into rever- 
ence, and is perfected in /ove ; so that the worshipful 
soul can sing : 

‘* When all thy mercies, O my God, my rising soul sur- 
veys, 

Tomer’ with the view, I’m lost in wonder, love, and 

praise.’’ 


Where there is this spirit, it will be possible to wor- 
ship at any time, and anywhere, but the highest expe- 
riences of the soul in adoration of God are reserved, 
surely, for the ‘‘still hour’’ and the ‘secret place.’’ 

We should consider, in the next place : 


2. The Object of Worship 

God must be the alone Object of our worship. But 
it is just at this point that difficulty arises in the ex- 
perience of many. They say, ‘‘ Yes, God is: the ob- 
ject of worship, but he-is Spirit, and seems so unreal 
and distant from us. When we kneel before him, 
having nothing to appeal to sense, we spend the time 
in vain endeavors to conceive of him. How may our 
Object be known ?”’ 

Thank God, he has not left us to ourselves in our 
perplexity, but has given us ways, many and rich, 
whereby we may know him, and so be able to wor- 
ship him. 

We may know God through history. The writer to 
the Hebrews tells us that it is he who has framed the 
ages, who has built up the dispensations story upon 
Story, and will continue to build them until the House 
of History is complete. History, it has been:said, is 
His-Story ; and we shall never read history aright, 
whether sacred or profane, until we believe that. But 





How to Use the Heart, Mind, and Will in Prayer 


By the Rev. W. Graham Scroggie 





If our life is not one of exultant joy and abundant 
peace, it is certain that we have not found the inner 
secrets of prayer. We are still, as Job puts it, on 
“*the outskirts of his way,”’ and *‘ how small a whis- 
fer do we hear of him!’’ Yet every believer may 
know him intimately. May these articles, which 
will seek to show the plain path to prayer power, 
lead us indeed to that which shall ‘‘ enable us to 
~ live days of heaven upon the earth.” 








believing it, all history at once takes on a new mean- 
ing, and is seen in a new light. ‘Of him, and 
through him, and to him are all things.’’ ‘Of all 
nations, he hath determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitation.'’ ‘‘When 
the Most High divided to the nations their inherit- 
ance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the 
bounds of the peoples according to the number of the 
children of Israel.’’ 

Babylonia, Persia, Greece, and Rome rose in their 
time and place according to a divine plan. Not until 
God's clock struck the hour did Caesar Augustus issue 
that decree which led to so signal a fulfilment of 
prophecy. It was not the work of chance that on the 
eve of the Reformation the printing press was in- 
vented, which was to give the Bible to the whole 
world ; and, in an especial sense, to the awakened 
Church. 

Look which way we will, this fact stares us in the 
face, that God is immanent in all history, raising up 
and casting down, and by means of that which, to the 
best judgment of men, is oftentimes such confusion, 
is working out an eternal purpose and following an 
eternal plan. A right view of history, therefore, will 
give us a new view of God, and must lead us to a 
truer worship of Him who is building the ages. 

But God may be known chiefly through Christ, 
‘*who is the effulgence of his glory, and the very 
image of his substance,’’ and ‘‘in whom dwelleth all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily.’’ It is in Christ 
that the Infinite has become local, and that God, who 


tis Spirit, has found an embodiment. God was in him 


reconciling the world unto himself, and God can be 
fully known only through him. When we worship 
Christ we worship God, for he represents God and is 
God. He is the substance of the Bible revelation 
from its commencement to its close: the Christ of 
prophecy in the Old Testament, the Christ of history 
in the Gospels, the Christ of experience in the Acts 
and Epistles;*and the Christ of glory in the Apoca- 
lypse. 
‘* Christ is the end, for Christ was the beginning. 
Christ the beginning, for the end is Christ.”’ 


No man cometh unto the Father but: by him, so 
that there can be no acceptable worship of God which 
passes Christ by, for ‘‘ Whosoever denieth the Son, 
the same hath not the Father.’’ Christ, then, is the 
way of access to God, and God is worshiped when 
Christ is worshiped. 

There is now no longer any need for the Tabernacle 
or Temple, the Ark, the Altars, the Sacrifices, or the 
Priests, for the Antitype of all has come, and has 
brought in the ‘‘better’’ things set out in the He- 
brew Epistle. We cannot too strongly insist upon 
this, that Christ is the fulness of all the shadows, and 
that there is no longer any need or room for material 
aids to worship, because we have him : and the wor- 
ship which the Father seeks and accepts is that 
which is ‘‘in spirit."" But it must also be ‘in 
truth,’’ that is, true. 


3- The Means of Worship 

Man has heart, and mind, and will, which we speak 
of as our emotional, intellectual, and volitional facul- 
ties, and prayer requires nothing less than the best 
and fullest use of all these. It may be we have failed 
in our prayer-life to a large extent in consequence of 
imagining that it was to be all heart, and that a delib- 
erate effort of mind and will would make it less spir- 
itual, Yet, what saith the Scriptures? ‘My heart 
crieth out unto the living God'’ (Psa. 84:2). ‘I 
will pray with the waderstanding also": (1 Cor. 14 : 
1S). ‘*I- wel?-not let thee go except thou bless’ me*’ 
(Gen. 32 : 26). 


Thus are all our powers engaged in this highest of 
exercises, and all simultaneously. The Heart is set 
upon the object, the Mind fastens down upon the 
facts, and the Will brings both to the work of prayer, 
and keeps.them there. The worship of God deserves 
and demands all our powers, and when we believe 
this, anc act upon it, we shall find our prayer difficul- 
ties melting away. 

But our faculties alone, though sanctified, are not 
sufficient. There must be also the odjective or out- 
ward means. These are three, answering in some 
sense to our three faculties just referred to. 

There is Christ, the determining means : that is, he 
is both the limit and the scope of our communion with 
God, We cannot know more of God than Christ re- 
veals, and we need not know less. He determines 
the field of worship, so to speak. 

Then there is the Bible, the evidential means ; be- 
ing the record of God's full and final revelation of 
himself to us, This is the soil in which our faith 
must take root, and out of which cur prayers must 
ever grow, 

And finally, there is the Spirit, the illuminating 
means ; he who inspired the Word, and who alone 
can make us to know its hidden meaning and power. 

Surely the provision for our prayer-life is more than 
ample! If our heart is occupied with Christ, if our 
mind is set upon the Word, and if our will is under 
the control of the Spirit, we shall be led out into such 
knowledge and worship of God as shall transfigure all 
life to us, and shall enable us to live days of heaven 
upon the heart. 

How, then, may the worship of God become a pres- 
ent reality and joy in our lives? Only by a true recog- 
nition and employment of the ordained means, Allow 
me to give one illustration of what is meant. 

I enter into my chamber, shut the door, and pre- 
pare to worship God. ' My physical posture does not 
really signify, whether standing, lying, sitting, or 
kneeling, for it is not the outward attitude but the 
inward spirit which God regards. I at once select a 
portion of the Scriptures to be the medium, under the 
direction of the Spirit, of God’s unveiling to me and 
of my adoration of him. Let this portion be Revela- 
tion 1 : 13-16. 

I read it over often enough, silently or audibly, to 
apprehend the nature of the revelation, and be im- 
pressed with its majesty. It is the Son of Man who 
is set before me, the object of my worship, as also its 
end. I contemplate him as here revealed, until the 
glory of his person and the majesty of his office 
emerge from the text as mountains from the morning 
mists. 

‘* He is clothed with q garment down to the foot.’* 
What official dignity ! (Think.) 

He is girt about at the breasts with a golden 
girdle.’’ What strong affection ! 

‘* His head and his hair are white as white wool, 
white as snow.’’ What perfect holiness ! 

‘* His eyes are as a flame of fire."" What consum- 
ing knowledge! (Think.) 

«* His feet are like unto burnished brass, as if it had 
been refined in a furnace.’’ What righteous judg- 
ment! ' 


‘* His voice is as the voice of many waters.’’ What 
absolute authority! (Listen.) 
‘* He has in his right hand seven stars."’ What 


sovereign administration ! 

‘‘Out of his mouth proceeds a sharp two-edged 
sword.’’ What all-searching truth ! 

‘His countenance is as the sun shineth in his 
strength.’’ What transcendent glory! (Think.) Son 
of Man, Son of God—in the midst—the Living One 
—-once crucified—now alive for ever and ever—and 
holding the keys of death and of Hades—blessed art 
thou for ever and ever—alone wortliy to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and 
glory, and blessing—we adore thee. 

For years my soul has dwelt in this marvelous pas- 
sage, and the Bible is full of such ; and those portions 
which you use and come to know in the way of praver 
are of all others most precious to you because they 
become part of you. Shall we not put this method 
to the test, and so find the highway to the Throne of 
Grace? 

SUNDERLAND, ENGLAND. 
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How the Real Superintendents-in-Chief Are Doing It 


What can the superintendent do to strengthen his school’s lesson department, its 





music, its missionary spirit, its special days ? 





A New Kind of Written Examination 


N ORDER to secure greater and more definite 
results in the way of Bible study the Bible school 
of the Central Presbyterian Church, Galt, On- 

tario, has adopted a plan which is working well. A 
series, of one hundred and fifty questions was pre- 
pared, clearly worded, and requiring brief definite 
answers. They related, without exception, to the 
Gospel by John, and for the most part were connected 
with the Sunday-school lessons. From twenty to 
thirty of them were written on the blackboard and 
left there for two or three weeks, during which time 
they were drilled on from the desk, and copied by 
those who wished to do so; then another instalment 
was puton, Toward the end of the six months atten- 
tion was called to the words in the answers that are 
apt to be misspelled, a list of them being put on the 
blackboard. 

On review Sunday, after the opening exercises, 
those who intended to write withdrew from the school- 
room to the church, and were assigned seats six feet 
or so apart in the pews. To each candidate were 
given a piece of stiff strawboard 19 x 13 inches, and a 
sheet of paper (foolscap, 814 x 14 inches), which was 
creased lengthwise down the middle. The candi- 
dates had been asked to bring lead-pencils, but for 
those who had not done so a supply was on hand, 
ready sharpened. Brief directions were given that 
those writing were to put down their answers in two 
columns on one side of the paper; that they were to 
number their answers to correspond with the numbers 
of the questions ; and that they were to write the an- 
swers in the briefest form, Distinctly and with a 
sufficient interval between each for the slowest writer 
to answer, sixty-five questions, selected from the one 
hundred and fifty that had been drilled on, were then 
read’ by one of the superintendents. After all the 
questions had been given, a few minutes were allowed 
to review the answers, after which the papers weie 
folded once lengthwise, signed on the outside, and 
collected, The whole time occupied was about half 
an hour. Those who did not take the examination 
were engaged in an oral review in the schoolroom. 

The papers were examined by one of the superin- 
tendents. Gold seals with the word ‘* Honors”’ 
stamped upon them had been promised to all who 
would answer correctly ninety percent of the ques- 
tions, and silver seals, markéd ‘‘ Proficiency,’’ to all 
who would answer eighty percent correctly. Twenty- 
five persons wrote, aged eight years and upwards, and 
of these nineteen received gold seals, and six silver 
seals, Three answered the questions with absolute 
correctness, three answered sixty-four, two answered 
sixty-three, and five answered sixty-one. The spell- 
ing of some of the younger scholars had to be looked 
on with a lenient eye, but even the youngest did re- 
markably well. 

The Teachers’ Association decided to continue the 
plan for the next six months, with a modification or 
two. The questions were printed on slips in the form 
of bookmarks, and to some extent dealt with matters 
outside of the period covered by the lessons, these 
dealing chiefty with leading events in the previeus 
history of the Israelites. Only eighteen persons wrote 
on the second examination, and these too all secured 
seals. Diffidence kept many from writing, so it has 
been decided that at the next examination all the 
teachers and scholars, except those of the Primary 
department, shall write as a review exercise. Teach- 
ers and scholars of the Senior department who answer 
ninety percent, and scholars of the Junior (Interme- 
diate) department who answer eighty percent cor- 
rectly, will receive a gold seal; those who answer 
eighty and sixty percent, respectively, will receive a 
silver seal ; and those who answer sixty and forty per- 
cent, respectively, will receive a dark-red seal. There 
is to be no publication of names of those successful 
or unsuccessful. 

Following are half-a-dozen questions taken almost 
at random from each set of questions : 


1. On John's Gospel.—In what aspect does John’s 
Gospel show Christ? What is Jesus called because 
he cares for his own? Where was Christ's first 
miracle wrought? Name the Roman governor who 
condemned Jesus. Whom did the Jews ask to have 


released? What chapter in John _tells of ‘‘ many 
mansions "’ ? 

2. On the Old Testament Lessons.—Who led the 
Israélites out of Egypt? Who was the last king of 
Israel? Who was the prophet of sorrow? By whom 
were the Jews taken captive? What style of worship 
arose as a result of the exile? In Malachi’s words 
state one fruit of right-doing. 

3. On the Life of Jesus.—For whom was the first 
Gospel specially written? What title is given to 
Jesus to denote his humanity? Quote the song of 
the angels. Where was Jesus when he was baptized ? 
What was a centurion? Who is the sower of the 
parable?—A,. W. W., Galt, Ontario. 


“ 
The Superintendent Who Thinks Ahead 


HE superintendent of the writer's own Sunday- 
as school rather amused his teachers and officers at 
their March meeting by saying, 

‘*Now we must begin to think about our annual 
picnic.”’ 

The snow and sleet were dashing against the window 
panes and picnic weather seemed so very remote that 
the very word picnic sounded incongruous, but the 
superintendent said : 

‘«It is not a day too early to appoint our picnic com- 
mittee. You will remember that we were greatly dis- 
appointed last summer because we could not secure 
the grove we wanted for our picnic. We applied for 
it six weeks in advance of the time we wanted it, only 
to discover that it had already been engaged for 
nearly every day in June and none of the open dates 
would suit us. Some of the holiday dates had been 
taken for'six months, You have to look ahead when 
it comes to getting a desirable picnic grove. The fact 
is that you have to look ahead in planning:everything 
for the Sunday-school.’’ 

This superintendent ‘‘looks ahead'’ not only in 
planning for the annual picnic, but in all of his other 
plans. The Christmas concert is engaging his atten- 
tion at a time when some other superintendents are 
just beginning to plan for Rally Day. He begins in 
the early spring to discover just when teachers are to 
be away during the vacation season, and he plans in 
advance every detail for the conduct of the school dur- 
ing his own vacation. One ot his teachers said of him 
lately that he had ‘‘ the greatest head for details’’ of 
any man she ever saw. Nothing pertaining to the 
school is too small to engage his attention and eager 
interest. One of the rules not to be broken is that 
every teacher must not fail to notify the superintend- 
ent if he or she is to be absent aSunday. In this way 
he is able to plan for supply teachers, There have 
been many Sundays in succession when every class 
had a teacher at the opening of the school. It is his 
method of steadily looking ahead that:helps this super- 
intendent to be the great success*he is in his position. 
—jf L. H., Dorchester, Mass. 


“ 
A Lesson Study Quartet 


OUR Sunday-school superintendents, living in one 
of the districts of a large eastern city, agreed on 
the first day of January that they would meet 

every Wednesday night for the purpose of studying 
the Sunday-school lesson and discussing Sunday- 
school problems. 

They called themselves the ‘‘ Lesson Study Quartet."’ 
Up to the first day of April they had not failed to 
meet once a week, although there were three weeks 
when they had to meet on other than Wednesday 
nights. Once each month they have dined at the 
home of one of the four. Not only have they had a 
delightful time socially, but they have derived a great 
deal of most valuable information from the study of 
the lesson and from the exchange of ideas in regard 
to it. 

‘«It is more interesting and more informing to study 
the lessons with two or three men in perfect sympathy 
with you than it is to study it by one’s seif,"’ said one 
of the superintendents when speaking of the work of 
this ‘‘lesson quartet."’ It is easy to understand why 
this should be true. 





These superintendents are planning to have once a 
quarter a meeting of the teachers and officers of their 
schools. They believe, as others of us believe, that 
the Sunday-schools of a town or a city district should 
keep in closer touch with each other. 

Care should be taken that such a plan does not in- 
terfere with the teachers’-meeting in each school. 
The superintendents should get added incentive from 
their association to make their individual schools more 
efficient in every department. 


% 


A New Missionary Officer 


OW many Sunday-schools have a missionary 
superintendent? Not nearly so many as should 
have this officer, in a day when the call from 

the missionary field is so insistent and so appealing. 
The missionary superintendent can do most effective 
work in any Sunday-school, large or small. He or 
she should plan some systematic course of work, ar- 
range missionary programs, look after missionary 
collections, and keep the great cause of missions ever 
before the Sunday-school. 

The writer’s own school gave more to missions last 
year than has been given for a number of years. The 
plan of giving the entire collection on the last Sunday 
in each month was adopted, and although this took 
one-fourth of the income from the general treasury 
the school came up to the first day of the new year 
free from debt. The school had a most prosperous 
year, and the superintendent declares that he believes 
this to be in part the result of the missionary spirit 
inducing larger giving along all lines. 

Given a good missionary superintendent, the Sun- 
day-school often surprises itself by the amount it can 
secure for missions in the course of a-year. One 
superintendent of this kind set herself a goal of three 
hundred dollars in one year, although the school had 
never exceeded two hundred and thirty dollars in. its 
missionary offerings. So effective was her work that 
the total amount she secured was a little in excess of 
five hundred dollars. 

Without the constant help and sympathy of the 
superintendent-in-chief, of course, not much can be 
done. But with such a one genuinely interested in 
missions to help along, the Sunday-school missionary 
superintendent can often achieve most unexpected 
results.— 1. M. AZ. 


% 


A Plea for the Best Hymns 


AD that ¢he dest should ever need a plea, and yet 
we all know that sometimes it does. The best 
books in our public libraries are apt to be not 

the most read ; not always do the really best preach- 
ers draw the largest audiences ; and the explanation 
doubtless is that the best demands effort. In the case 
of Sunday-school music, however, this effort falls 
where it belongs—on the organist and chorister ; for 
children will learn good music, if only it is well taught, 
almost as easily as they will learn poor music. In- 
deed, I am inclined to agree with the musician who 
said, ‘‘Any hymn that you yourself Azow you can 
teach to children.’’ They may not sing the best 
hymns with quite the same abandon that they will 
sing doggerel and ragtime,—a boy may not read 
‘« Treasure Island ’’ and ‘‘ Captains Courageous’’ with 
quite the same avidity that he will read ‘‘ Nick Car- 
ter’’ and ‘‘Old Sleuth,’’—but this simply shows an 
unformed or an already partly perverted taste, and 
the duty of parent or teacher is as plain in the one 
case as in the other, 

Assuredly children will not understand all that there 

is in the best hymns, but what then? As a child I 
had small idea of what was meant by ‘‘the valley of 
the shadow,”’ or the ‘‘table in the presence of mine 
enemies, and I put a wholly wrong meaning into the 
words ; ‘* The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want?."” 
Yet those verses, dimly as I understood them, gave 
me delight even then ; and as the years filled in the 
picture I came to feel an increasing gratitude toward 
the good woman who first taught me the Twenty- 
third Psalm. 


(Continued on page 64) 
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LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 6. THE BOLDNESS OF PETER AND JOHN 


Golden Text: Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.--1 Corinthians 16 : 13 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


BOUT pope hundred Presbyterian elders 
were in the great ‘‘ tabernacle ” in Philadelphia 
one day last winter to hear what Billy Sunday 

had to say. He told the story of a lighthouse-keeper 
on Lake Erie, attacked by an insane man who 
thought it was his mission to put out all the lights in 
the Lake Erie lighthouses. hen the crew of a cut- 
ter reached that lighthouse they found that the two 
men had had a terrific fight, and that the light- 
house-keeper in some way had managed to keep the 


light going while he was in his awful struggle with 
the maniac, for he had decided that he would rather 
die than let the light go out. 

It is good to know about such men. And it is 


good to know about the unlearned and ignorant 
** lighthouse-keepers,” not of Lake Erie, but of Lake 
Galilee, who decided that they would rather die than 
let the light go out. 


Our Background Material 


Every week review the five-section outline of the 
book of Acts given by Dr. Gray in the Times of De- 
cember 18, 1915: Jerusalem, chapters 1-7; Palestine, 
8-12; Asia Minor, 13 to 15 : 35; Greece, 15 : 36 to 20; 
Rome, 21-28. 

We can build up the sub-divisions of each of these 
five sections as we go on with the year’s lessons. We 
add another, which includes this week’s lesson, to 
the three that we have already had: 


1. Pre-ascension events, 1 : I-11. 

2. Pre-pentecostal events, 1: 12-26. 

3. Descent of the Holy Spirit and formation of the 
Church, or the Body of Christ; the church now a robust 
youth of three thousand souls, and increasing daily, chap- 

* ter 2, ; ; 

4.. First. trial. or persecution of the ‘church, 3:1 ¢ 
4 ~31e tte ' 

Why is the Church called the Body of Christ ?. Get 
the views of the class: We shall try to get more 
light on this as the year’s lessons go on. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue. Boldface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

Draw a vivid picture of the crowd about the door 
of the temple because of the healing of the lame man, 
and then the arrest of the apostles,—Mrs. Baldwin 
(3, 2) shows how to do this. 

There were three reasons why the Jewish leaders 
wanted this public preaching of the apostles stopped. 
See if the class can name them; then mention the 
three given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 4). 

One of the reasons is stated in verse 2. 
ducees did not want any preaching on ¢he resurrec- 
con es the dead. ho were the Sadducees ? 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 1) throws light on this. 

There have always been persons and there are 
to-day, some claiming to be religious, some claiming 
to be Christian, who have not believed in the resur- 
rection of the body from the dead. The disciples 
were in no doubt about it. “Over and over again in 
the public addresses in those early days in the Chris- 
tian Church the resurrection of Jesus was made a 
central, vital point of the gospel message. Have 
different members of the class read aloud, from slips 
given out in advance, these passages, all from differ- 
ent addresses in Acts: Acts 2 : 24, 31, 32; 3: 15; 4: 
10; 5: 30; 10: 40; 13: 30,34-37. And ask any mem- 
bers of the class who will, to bring in next Sunday 
other passages in the Acts or in the Epistles that 
mention the resurrection. In Notes on Open Letters 
of December 25, 1915, under the title ‘‘ Did Jesus 
Raise Himself?” our Lord’s resurrection from the 


The Sad- 


dead was eieerone Seeatene. A striking illustra- 


tion is given in the Round-Table (2.) 

How do you think Peter and John felt as they were 
arrested? Use the suggestions of Mrs. Baldwin (3). 

For information about the Sanhedrin, see Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas (II, 2) and Mrs. Baldwin (4). 

Think of being on trial before the very group of 
men who crucified Jesus,—and this because. of your 
own witnessing to Jesus. Jesus had plainly told his 
disciples that exactly this sort of thing would happen 
to them (have John 15 : 18-21 read aloud). Could any 
higher, greater privilege come to any man? They 
were honored in being allowed to do hat Paul writes 
about in Colossians 1 : 24,—completing the suffer- 
ings of Christ. For they were part of Fis body. 

s the Christian Church persecuted to-day? Of 
course it is in such cases as the Boxer uprising and 
the Armenian massacres; but how about here in 


Acts 4: 1-31. Commit verses 12, 13 


[The portion of the text indicated b 
‘Committee for printing in ¢' 
Acts 4 : 8-21.) 


8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said unto them, 
Ye rulers of the people, and elders, 9 if we this day are exam- 
ined concerning a good deed done to an impotent man, ! by 
what means this man is made whole ; 10 be it known unto you 
all, and to all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from 
the dead, even in him doth this man stand before you whole. 
11 He is * the stone which was set at nought of you the build- 
ers, which was made the head of the corner. 12 And in none 
other is there salvation: for neither is there any other name 
wae heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be 
saved. 

13 Now when they beheld the boldness of Peter and John, 
and had perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant 
men, they marvelled ; and they took knowledge of them, that 
they had been with Jesus. 14 And seeing the man that was 
healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it. 
15 But when they had commanded them to go aside out of 
the council, they conferred among themselves, 16 saying, What 
shall we do to these men? for that indeed a notable * miracle 
hath been wrought through them, is manifest to all that dwell 
in Jerusalem ; and we cannot deny it. 17 But that it spread 
no further among the people, let us threaten them, that they 
speak henceforth to no man in this name. 18 And they called 
them, and charged them not to speak at all nor teach in the 
name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said 
unto them, Whether it is right in the sight of God to hearken 
unto you rather than unto God, judge ye: 20 for we cannot 
but speak the things which we saw and heard. 21 And they, 
when they had further threatened them, let them go, finding 
nothing how they might punish them, because of the people ; 
for all men glorified God for that which was done. 


1Or, in whom 2% Or, this name 4 Gr. sign. 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


These references are usually to parearanbs in lesson articles in 
this issue, indicated by bold-face figures. 


the International Lesson 
helps is 


8 Ps. cxviii. 22. 


Verse 1.—What authority did the priests, captain, and 
Sadducees have? (GriffithThomas, H, 4.) 

Verse 4.—Does:this mean that there were five thousand 
a besides women and children? (Griffith Thomas, 
II, 1. 

Verve 6.—What more is known of Annas, Caiaphas, 
John, and Alexander? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2.) 

Verse 8.—In what way was Peter filled with the Holy 
Spirit in a different way from the Pentecost coming of the 

oly Spirit ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 3; Baldwin, 3.) 

Verse 11.—Whiy does Peter refer to the stone ‘set at 
nought ’’? (Griffith Thomas, II, 3.). Is he referring to 
the rulers of the people as the ‘‘ builders’’? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 3; Mackie, 1.) 

Verse 13.—How did they perceive that Peter and John 
were ‘*unlearned and ignorant’? men? (Griffith Thomas, 
II, §; Illustrations, 4; Mackie, 2; Baldwin, §.) Why 
did they conclude that they had been with Jesus? (Grif- 
fith ‘Thomas, II, §; Ridgway, 3; Baldwin, §.) 

Verse 14.—Had the lame man been imprisoned also? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, §.) 

Verse 22.—Why is the man’s age mentioned? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 6.) 

Verse 31.—Were they not filled with the Holy Spirit 
before this new manifestation ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 3.) 


. 








the United States, and in your town? Is * the 
world” in your town any different from ‘‘ the world” 
of which Jesus told his disciples it would hate them, 
and persecute them ? Have you personally been per- 
secuted? Is it true that when the Church, when 
Christians, are not being persecuted, it is because 
they are not true, complete, out-and-out, ‘‘extreme” 
disciples of and witnesses to Jesus Christ? If Chris- 
tians go the whole way of discipleship, will they soon 
begin to know the meaning of persecution ? 

looms had made another prediction (Matt. 10: 16- 
20). The prediction was fulfilled, as verse 8 of the 
lesson shows (‘filled with the Holy Spirit’’). So 
Peter’s answer to the Sanhedrin was iuspired, ex- 
a the message that God wanted him to give. 

hy were Peter and John so bold and fearless? 

See what Mr. oan ay | (1) says. They were as 
steadfast as Robley D. Evans on his little gunboat 
in South American waters (Round Table, 1),—and 
with a keen —_ on their preaching (Round Table, 
9). Is it possible to be always bold and fearless? 

ive the class the truth brought out in the editorial 
in this issue, ‘‘'ihe Crowning Grace of Boldness.” 

Peter’s address contains five distinct features or 
points (Griffith Thomas, II, 4). ‘The heart of his mes- 
sage is clearly shown by Mr. Ridgway (2). ~ 

Never was the weak. pathetic futility of the wisdom 
and power of men set more piteously in the exposure 
of the noonday light of ‘Christ and the omnipotence of 
God than in the Sanhedrin’s charge to the apostles 
(vs. 17,18). Here was a. body of strong, intellectual, 
powerful men, the religious leaders of God’s Chosen 





— 





People; and their formal charge sounds like the 
empt p pretties, of an irresponsible child, as they com- 
Snanih two Christ-consisting, Spirit-filled men, 

ainst whom the gee of Hades could not prevail 
(Matt. 16 : 18), not to be true to Christ any more! It 
is a Spirit-inspired picture of little, weak, puny, pow- 
erless man shaking his fist in the face of God and 
commanding Him not to do again what He has done 
and what He intends to do! 

The early Christians’ familiarity with their Bible 
and its prophecies is strikingly shown in the closing 
passage of the lesson (23-31). As they prayed in 
thanksgiving and triumph, they quoted from Psalm 
2:1, 2, and then, with Spirit-given insight they ac 
curately interpreted that Scripture as a prophecy ful- 
filled in their day. Are we making sure that we 
know our Bible, especially in its great po and 
ce age portions, so intimately and under such 

pirit-guided study and illumination that whenever 
any event occurs to-day which is a fulfilment of 
prophecy we shall be able to recognise it? Are we 
discerning the signs of the times, as Jesus said ought 
to be done (Matt. 16 : 3; Luke 21 : 10, 11, 29-31)? 


The Truth That Is Golden 


It has been said of Hudson Taylor, the founder of 
the China Inland Mission, that people, after talking 
with him on any subject whatever, always went away 
thinking of Christ. e was one of those of whom men 
take knowledge that they have been with Jesus. And 
— to-day can see to it that people shall always 

now that we have been with him. We cannot bring 
this to pass simply b studying his words, nor by 
‘* mastering the New Testament,” nor even by speak- 
ing constantly about him or trying to do exactly as 
we believe he would do. These ways are not the 
secret. Christ himselt must work the miracle in our 
life of filling us with himself by the Holy Spirit. 
This is as literal and as great a miracle as regenera- 
tion, yet a separate miracle from that. Not all Chris- 
tians make those around them feel that they have 
been with Jesus. But ‘the miracle comes to pass 
when any Christian surrenders unconditionally to his 
Lord’s mastery, and then, without feeling or evidence 
of any sort, quietly trusts Christ to live His life in 
fulness in ‘this one. 


Teaching Points 

The unlearned Galilean fisherman had an education, 
intellectually as well as spiritually, with which not the edu- 
cation of any university-trained member of the Sanhedrin 
could compare. This immediate and continuing change in 
the mind, the intellect, of Spirit-filled lives is one of the 
most conspicuous parts of the miracle. What literature in 
the world contains such specimens of literary and homi- 
letical power, form, expression as the writings of these 
‘unlearned and ignorant men’’? We see the same mira- 
cle to-day in the miraculously empowered mentality of un- 
learned but redeemed men, as well as in their spiritual 
power. They can see intellectual truth that is hidden 
from intellectually brilliant psychologists and phiiosophers. 

The persecuted and victorious Christians did not ask to 
have the persecution cease ; they simply asked that God 
should go on working in power, and that they themselves 
might have continued boldness as they pressed forward into 
the persecutions that they knew awaited them. 

When discussing the truth of the Body of Christ, note 
Mrs. Baldwin (6) that the rulers who thought they had 
gotten rid of Christ found him re-appearing in these men. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


| For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. } 


Humbled and Exalted (Phil. 2: 1-11). 

Jesus Christ is not only the Son of God; he is God 
the Son. Now think of God leaving his throne and 
taking the body of a man and living here among us, 
ge Reem himself to all the conditions of earthly 
life, “ney to let us really know him and his love. 
That itself is an unspeakable condescension on his 
part. But, as a man, he let himself be arrested, 
scourged, foully insulted, his face spit upon, and 
then executed with the lowest criminals. And all 
for our sakes. After that, what room is there for 

ride or superiority in our lives? ‘The Philippians 
esson shows us what humility really means. 

Read the brief Epistle to the Philippians (only four 
chapters) through. 

What do you understand is meant by Christ’s having 
‘*emptied himself’’? (v. 7.) 

How can we ourselves have the mind which was also in 
Christ Jesus? (v. 5.) 

After reading the Epistle through, make your own state- 
ment of its leading truth, and a brief analysis or outline of 
the sections of the book. 

Valuable questions in preparation for the study of Phil- 
ippians are given at the end of Mrs. Baldwin’s article. 
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Mastering the 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Whole. Lesson 








EN persecutions are reckoned as coming to 
Christianity from the Roman Empire during 
the first three centuries. The interest of the 

present lesson is that it is the first example of such 
persecution. The long chain started here, and in 
one way or another Christianity has suffered perse- 
cution all through the centuries. It is therefore 
specially important to look at this instance and try 
to discover the secret of meeting that to which the 
gospel is constantly subject. 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.—Peter’s sermon (chapter 3) was inter- 
rupted by the arrest of the two apostles. As chapter 
‘2 records the special power of Christianity, aud 
chapter 3 its ordinary work, so chapter 4 speaks of 
the opposition encountered. , 

Date.—As with the last lesson, so with this, which 
immediately followed, it is uncertain how long a 
time elapsed after Pentecost, but it is thought that 
at least some months took place. 


Il. The Lesson 
Opposition Manifested (vs. 1-4). The collision 
between the new faith and the old was inevitable. 


The priests represented the religious o ition, and 
were the men on duty at that time (2 Chron 23:8; 


Luke 1: 5-9). The captain of the temple stood for 
the political power, in charge of the temple guards 
and responsible for order (5 : 24-26). The Sadducees 


were a priestly family of aristocratic type, small in 
numbers but decidedly influential. Some think they 
were descended from the Zadok of 2 Samuel 8 : 17, 
while others favor another and little known Zadok of 
a time between Malachi and Matthew. We know 
that the posterity of the former Zadok were high 
riests down to the Exile, and also that the main 


body of the priests after the Exile were sons of 
Zadok. The Sadducees are conspicuous in Acts, 
especiall | im- 


because the acceptance of the gospe 
porting their interests. They were rationalistie in 

olding that only the Pentateueh was authoritative, 
and that there was go resurrection, and no angels or 
spirits as expressive of a future life (Acts 23 ; 8 ; 

ark 12:18). The reason of the opposition to the 
apostles was threefold ; (a) The fact that they taught 
at all, because they were unofficial and untrained 
men. (6) That they proclaimed the resurrection was 
also objectionable to the Sadducees. (c) But the 
chief count of the offense was the association of all 
this with Jesus, for it represented a blow at their au- 
thority. Theresult was that the two men were seized 
and put into prison until the next day (5: 18). But, 
although ‘the young church must have been anxious 
by the loss of their two leaders, there was no céssa- 
tion of the work, which went forward in blessing and 
increase. The reference to the five thousand seems 
to indicate an increase from Pentecost (2: 41), and 
apparently women and children are excluded (Matt. 
14:21). This is the last time actual nutibers:are 
mentioned, for subsequently the growth of the’ tiew 
community seéms to have beeii tod great or too rapid 
for exact numeration. (1) 

Opposition Met (vs. 5-12). A council was neces- 
sary to decide what was to be done with these men. 
‘The names are familiar, and we can imagine Peter's 
feelings as he faced the men who had decided on the 
death of his Master. The rulers probably repre- 
sented the priestly party of the Sadducees (3: 17; 
13:27). The elders seem to mean members of the 
council or sanhedrin. The scribes were expounders 
and teachers of the law, and belonged usually to the 

arty of the Pharisees. Annas the high priest had 

en gt by the Romans, and afterwards de- 
posed, but, although not actually in office, he was 
still a man of great influence (Luke 3: 2 ; John 18: 
(13). Caiaphas was a nl poy a son-in-law of 
Annas. He was appoin by the predecessor of 
Pontius Pilate, and was removed from office A. D. 37. 
Nothing is known of John and Alexander, though 
they seem to have belonged to the family of thé high 
priest. (2) 

In answer to the inquiry (v. 7) Peter was the spokes- 
man, and for this purpose received a fresh equipment 
of the Holy Spirit. The initial baptism of the Spirit 
at Pentecost was not repeated,—for its repetition is 
impossible ; but there can be separate and several 
fillings of the Spirit for specific work, as here (4 : 31 ; 
13: 9). Peter probably remembered his Master's 
words about special help being given for special need 
(Matt. ro: 18-20; Luke ar : 12-15). 

Peter's answe: is plain and bold. With fearless- 
ness the rulers are told that. this ‘* good deed done 
to an impotent man" was done through Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom they had. crucified,’ but whom 
God had raised from tne dead: Not only'so,—Petet 
used their own Scripture to point his message, telling 


46). 
-epistle (1 Pet. 2 : 7). 


them that Jesus Christ was the stone despised by 
those who were presumably the builders of the na- 
tional life (Psa..118 : 22). (3) 

It has been suggested that some members of the 
council must have remembered how Jesus Christ had 
quoted the same words only a few months before, 
and had applied them very definitely (Matt. 21 : 42- 
Peter cites this very passage once again in his 
Then, going beyond mere de- 
fense, Peter. telis them that there is no salvation 
except in Jesus Christ. As we review the way in 
which the opposition is met, we notice Peter’s recog- 
nition of the charge made; the two lines of evi- 
dence used before,—the resurrection and the Old 
Testament; a courageous application to Jesus Christ; 
a fearless accusation of the council; and a plain 
statement of salvation in Christ. (4) 

Opsosition Matched (vs. 13-18). This boldness 
was an astonishment to the rulers, especially because 
Peter and John were ‘unlearned and ignorant,” 
that is, untrained in the official schools. The leaders 
also noticed that these men were disciples of Jesus, 
for they sooagnised them by their association with 
him months before, and beyond everything else a 
miracle had actually been wrought which silenced 
them. Probably the man had not been imprisoned 
with the apostles, though he was naturally present 
on this occasion. All this necessitated some action, 
and it was soon taken in the form of subterfuge. 
They were compelled to acknowledge the miracle, 
but they took refuge in threats, in order that by 
silence about Jesus Christ the new religion might 
no longer spread among the people. It was a mis- 
erably weak decision, in view of all that Peter had 
said. (§) 

Opposition Mastered (vs. 19-22). The futile effort 
was itself met by increased faithfulness on the part 
of the apostles, who were determined to put God 
first, feeling compelled to speak out what they knew. 
Then, with further threatenings, the men were re- 
leased, the rulers finding it impossible to punish 
them because of the pucgh, since all knew what had 
been done and were glorifying God for the miracle. 
This does not necessarily mean that the people were 
ready to accept Jesus Christ, but it certainly shows 
that the people were convinced of the good deed 
done. The man’s age is mentioned as an additional 
= of the strength of the evidence, and ere 3 ar 

uke, as a physician, took special note of a fact 
which made the: cure more surprising, since the 
limbs of. a man lame more than forty years from his 
birth had been healed by the power of Christ. (6) 

Opposition Maintained (v8. 23-31). It was now 
the turn ef the Christians. The release of the men 
made no difference whatever to their attitude, for the 
steps taken showed that they were not going to 
change. They at once went back to their own com- 

any of Christians, and told what had happened. 
The immediate outcome was prayer. Instead of 
determining to keep quiet, or showing fear, they 
lifted tp! théir voices to God, asking : renewed 
courage ‘atid determination in face ot future op 
sition. They recognized that in some way or another 
the events had been foreordained by God (2: 23), 
and their use of Old ‘Testament Scripture (Psa. 2) 
shows how clearly they understood the special mean- 
ing of what had happened. Their hearts were full 
of their experience of Christ, and this made them 
pray for renewed power to bear witness, while God 
meantime put forth his divine power through them 
for the working of miracles. The answer to the 
ever came at once, and again the disciples were 

lied for this special occasion (v. 8). Nothing can 
be finer than this magnificent attitude of unselfish, 
scriptural and definite prayer. 


Hil. Central Truths 


The one thought is the way in which the Christian 
is to face opposition. Persecution, while the same 
in fact, often varies in character, and although to-day 
it is not often that Christians, at any rate in nomi- 
nally Christian countries, have to suffer physical 
inconvenience and trouble, there are other ways of 
experiencing persecution, and it is essential to in- 
ae how we may fulfill the words of the Golden 

ext: ‘‘ Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you 
like men, be strong.” 

1. The Christian's Attitude. As we review the 
story we see that the attitude of Peter, which should 
be an example to us, was threefold: (a) His testz- 
mony..to Chrtst (vs, to-12). He made a full state- 
ment of the position, power and glory of his Master. 
We too should always be ready to bear witness to 
Christ: . (6). His character through Christ (v. 13). 
His words were backed by his actions, for not only 
did he speak boldly, but This whole bearing showed 
the same courage. Christ is the one and supreme 
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secret of all true living. (c) His work for Christ 

(v. 14). The facts connected with the man silenced 

the rulers, There is Seiten tie Bemnee seeyice Or 
ty o 


Christ to-day to prove the reali 
2. The Christian's Ability. As we uder the 
story again we find a threefold secret to enable us 


sition: (a) For ¢estimony our power 
Spirit (vs. 8, 31). (6) For character we must 
‘with Jesus” (v. ah A Persian parable says that a 
lump of clay emitted a beautiful odor, and on being 
asked for an explanation, replied, ‘1 have been near 
arose. (c) For work it is essential to do everything 
in the name, that is, by the authority and power of 
Jesus Christ (vs. 7, 10, 12, 17). In union with Christ 
and equipped with his authority and power, we can 
do everything that it is God's will for us to do. 
IV. A Lesson Outline 

1, Opposition Manifested (Matt. 10: 16-28). 

2. Opposition Met (Luke 12: 1-12). 

3. Opposition Matched (Dan. 3 : 16-25). 

4. Opposition Mastered (1 John 1 : 1-10). 

5. Opposition Maintained (Phil. 1 : 9-21). 

Wvcuirre Co_Ltece, Toronto. 


to maintain the true attitude in the face of all opPo- 
is the oly 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Every Miracle.— 7hen Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit (v. 8). Suppose were summoned to 
Washington and had to tace the Supreme Court plus 
the Cabinet and enough Senators to € up @ San- 
hedrin, how would you feel? Es if had 
spent all your life up country around “ Galilee,”"— 
with a little fishing in the shad season. And sup- 
pose this august and dignified body was made up of 
old line Republicans and Democrats who had no use 
whatever for your ‘‘ Progressive” all-things-in-com- 
mon kind of brotherly Socialism. To stand calmly 
and unruffied before such a court as that you would 
need something more than Moses afd the prophets 
and up-country nerve. - God a this needed 
“*something” by the ay, he the Holy Spirit 
(Mark 13 : 11; Deut. 31 : 6). not let any one 
think this miracle has ceased with the other miracles. 
To me it is always an amazing thing to’ see “un- 
learned fishermen” and even low-brow ‘*down and 
outs” stand up before audiences of and_re- 
fined peo and able to hold them at will as these 
redeemed men speak of heavenly things and God's 

wer to save. Jerry McAuley the river thief, 
Samuel Hadley the Bowery bum, Mel Trotter the 
drunken barber, Inasmuch Long the low-down 
et Tony Biddle the millionaire sport, William 
H. Ridgway the—but we must not get personal ! 
Why? The Holy Spirit. (1) 


The Great Thing.—/” the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth (vy. 10). Now just suppose that when you 
got before those ‘‘Big Guns” who had haled you 

own to the Capital, instead .of being seared al- 
most to death, as you said you were sure you would 
be, you found yourself just as easy like asin your 
own farmyard or on your own old boat, and you ar- 
raigned the whole begowned and bedollared council 
for having gone into partnership with the rum traffic 
and brought down upon us all the trouble that has 
ever come to Coatesville. Yes, just su 1. It 
would indicate something marvelous had happened 
and some new kind of power was working in the race 
(2 Cor. 3:17; 2 Tim, 1: 7). How open and above- 
board Peter is. All other religions are as mysterious 
as a college frat, and with ‘‘ secrets” just about as 
important. Christianity tells all it knows. When 
Baker went into Mecca and Rockhill into Thibet they 
went in disguise. The humblest child may peers 

rasp the one great fact of Christianity: JESUS 

AVES. ‘That was all Peter had to preach. Itis the 
main thing any Christian has to preach. All else is 
simply trimming. You can have your trimming as 

ou like it. Elegant and costly as up at St. Some- 
y’s or plain and comfortable as down at ‘* The 
Army.” (2) 


The Only Thin 
vation (v. 12). 


-—And in none other ts there sal- 
ome years ago there was an old 


. doctor in Coatesville named Blakeslee who was a 


book collector. He had as fine a little classical 
library as taste and money could gather together. 
He had the best translations of Homer, Virgil, Plato, 
Horace, Livy, Cicero, Ovid, Aristophanes, Pliny, 
Tacitus, and all the rest of the great ones. A 
‘*panic” was on, and as I had no job nor knew 
where to find one, I read my way through that little 
gem of a library. I made ‘this discovery: All the 
modern ‘literary fellers” were simply saying all 
over again what these smart old fellows had so well 
said hundreds of years before. It is the same with all 
the modern plans which from time to time are brought 
out for the ‘‘salvation” of the race. ‘They are noth- 
ing new. ‘The keen old philosophers had tried them 
all. And the poor old world had wound up, about 
the time of Christ, in the worst hole since the ark 
was built. Greece had her culture and art. Rome 
her order and law. - There’ was- Sparta with her 





























LESSON FOR FEB. 6 (Acts 4 : 1-31) 


Socialism and Corinth with her athletics. Alexan- 
dria had her great library, and philosophy strolled in 
a hundred groves. Then came the Messiah. He has 
done what all these other noble things wanted to do. 
As James J. Hill told. the Y. M. C. A. boys, ‘‘ We 
have tried athletics, social recreations, music, educa- 
tion, and all have been failures, The only thing that 
will better our railroad men is religion. If you have 
lots of that bring it along and put your associations 
on the ‘Great Northern’” (Luke 10: 24; Acts 17: 
23). 


“* Presto Change.”— They took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jesus (v. 13). ne of the 
remarkable things about Christianity is that no man 
can be a real Christian but the whole world knows it. 
Even his horse and dog. When * Plug” Eberly 
‘‘cut the Devil and run with Christians” Mrs, Eberly 
was heard te say, ‘ Me and the kids didn’t know the 
ole man.” His name went back to Alfred and he 
became gentle, kind, and industrious (2 Cor. 5 : 17; 
John 3:3). It you are not sweet at breakfast and 
sweet at supper and sweet all day down at the old 
mill it i. the sure sign you have not been staying near 

esus. And no matter what church you belong to. 
leridge said he knew the Bible to be a true and 
divine book, ‘‘ Because it finds ME.” When a man 
gets with Jesus HE finds him. Jesus finds every 
art of a man. He finds his head and makes him 
industrious, He finds his heart and makes him lov- 
ing. He finds his hand and makes him generous. 
Industry makes a man busy ir good works. Love 
makes a-man helpful and sympathetic. Generosity 
builds institutions of blessing at home and goes into 
far corners and dark depths abroad, Yes, indeed, 
when a man hasbeen with Jesus he is different, and 
it requires no expert to tell it. When the handker- 
chief has been in the box with the sachet powder you 
don’t need an authority on perfumes to establish that 
fact. (3) 


Exhibit A.—And seeing the man... they could 
say nothing against it (v. 14). AsI write this note 
the Philadelphia Ledger announces that Dr. S. M. 
Wolfe, for twenty years a prominent physician of 
Wilkesbarre, Pa., will tell in une of the city churches 
of his conversion in a Billy Sunday meeting. ‘* When 
Sunday went to Wilkesbarre,” says the Ledger, ‘* Dr. 
Wolfe was president of a pokerclub having ten mem- 
bers. The club, upon the doctor’s conversion, was 
changed to a Bible class, with Dr. Wolfe as teacher. 
It now has a membership of one hundred and twenty 
men.” There it is up there at Wilkesbarre. - Go see it 
for yourself. You will find é chair right inside the door 
for you. Are you a ‘‘believe-if-I-saw-a-miracle” 
fellow? Well, ¢4ere is one,—and you know it, if you 
know anything about poker-playing. No gambler 


‘ever drops the cards to take up the Bible by mere 


power of a good resolution. Nothing makes a Bible 
teacher out of a poker-player but the alchemy of 
heaven. All Bible lovers that come out of the jack- 

t are born and not made. Inthis same copy of the 

edger that records .this Wilkesbarre miracle is the 
news that the brother of Governor ‘Tener and two 
other leading Pittsburgh politicians hit the saw- 
dust trail at the current Billy Sunday meeting in that 
city. Thus all overthe land men high as well as low 
are having their ‘‘ lameness” healed by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. What have you more to say against 
it than these old Jews? (John 14: 12; Rom. 8: 14;# 
Titus 3:5.) (4) 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL, readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

artment. One doilar is offered for every anecdotal 

esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best il- 

lustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 

of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
two-cent stamp. 


They Knew Where He Stood.—Stand fast in the 
faith (Golden Text), Robley D. Evans will scarceiy 
go down in fame as a diplomat; but in all his stirring 
career, remarks the New York Sun, he never ren- 
dered a greater service to this country than during 
that trying time in the harbor of Valparaiso when 
his little gunboat, the Yorktown, was the sole repre- 
sentative of our naval power in Chilean waters. - In- 
sult after insult was coolly heaped upon the young 
captain’s hot-tempered head, and diplomacy was 
needed. Evans lay in the harbor witb nine Chilean 
war vessels about him. The Chileams were cele- 
brating s“me independence day or other ‘with fire- 
works and searchlight drills. The white beams from 
the Chilean vessels had an impudent way of swing- 
ing occasionally on the little Yorktown, where she 
lay within machine-gun range of the Chilean cruisers. 
As the ergiser Cochrane fired her salute she let off a 
flight of war-rockets, and one of the heavy bombs 
barely missed the Yorktown. ‘‘I at once hoisted a 
large American flag,’”’ reads Evans’ log, ‘‘ and turned 
both my searchlights on it, so that!if any one really 
wanted to hit me he could know just where I was. I 
was determined if. trouble came there should be no 
ground for ing we had acdidentally been struck 
in the dark. m the searchilights a féw minutes 
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later lighted us up they showed the crew of the 
Yorktown standing at their quarters and the guns all 
ready for business.” No more rockets came our.way. 
—From The Literary Digest. Sent by, Wilson 
Woodcock, Gallatin, Tenn. (1) 


Destroying the Seeds.—/esus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead 
(v. 10). A Persian fable says that the earth was 
created a great barren plain, without tree or plant. 
An angel was sent to scatter broadcast the choicest 
seeds on every spot. Satan, seeing the seeds on the 
ground, determined to destroy them. So he buried 
all the seeds in the soil, and summoned sun and 
rain to make them rot away. But while with malig- 
nant feeling of triumph he smiled on the ruin he had 
wrought, the seeds which had been buried away to 
rot germinated and sprang up, clothing all the earth 
with plants-and flowers, and in beauty undreamed 
of before. And a voice from heaven said, ‘* Thou 
fool, that which thou,sowest is not quickened enoept 
it die.” The burial of Christ was thought by his én- 
emies to be the end; but in truth the grave was but 
the necessary way to his final and glorious victory. 
—From Dr. J. R. Miller, in ** Come Ye Apart,” 
Sent by j. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 
The prige for this week is awarded to this illus- 
tration. (2) 


Fearless Preaching.— Ze it fnown unto you all... 
that in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
ye crucified (vy. 10). It was the keen edge of John 
the Baptist’s own preaching that took his head off.— 
From sayings of Billy Sunday in Onward. Sent 
by Mrs. W. S. Newsom, Charlottetown, P. E. J. (3) 


Two Kinds of Knowledge.— When... they had 
perceived that they were unlearned ana ignorant 
men,... they took knowledge Y them, that they had 
been with Jesus (v. 13). ‘1 don’t like the idea of 
your going about preaching,” said the squire to'a 
Cornish mniller who was a Methodist local preacher. 
‘**You must know you are very ignorant. I want 
you to consider whether a man ought, with so few 
advantages as you have, to take upon himself. the 
responsibility to teach others. Suppose you make a 
mistake.” ‘*Sir, I've thought of that. I do: pray 
God every day to guide me with his Holy Spirit.” 
The squire explained that university training was 
necessary for preachers who would guide others. 
‘* Squire,” said the miller looking at the wall, ‘tis 
that the map of your estate?” The squire assented. 
‘*I's’pose you do know. that.map perty: well, don’t 
‘ee? Every road, and every pathway, and every 
waterway?” ‘Yes, yes.” ‘* Well, squire,.do you 
remember the other day you was down to the mill, 
and you asked my li'l Mary to show you the pathway 
through the woods? I have been thinkin’ ’tis like 
this ’ere. You knowed that road ’pon the map. If 
you asked li'l Mary what ’a was called—’pon the 
map, mind, she wouldn't ’ave been able t’ tell you. 
But li’l Mary showed — the way up through the 
woods. You knowed the way ’pon the map, but 1i’l 
Mary knowed the way by walkin’ in it; and if Ldon't 
know the way pon the map as well as some people, 
bless the Lord, I do know the way to heaven by 
walkin’ in it.”—From Mark Guy Pearse. Sent by 
Mary Ek. Watson, Hartford, Conn. (4) 


Which Engine Are You ?— 7iey took knowledge of 
them, that they had been with Jesus (vy. 13). In 
Machinery Hall, during the Centennia] Exposition 
in Philadelphia, was the great Corliss engine, the 
motive power that turned eight miles of shafting, to 
which were attached hundreds of machines. with 
workmen producing all sorts of things. The mighty 
engine was so perfectly adjusted in all its parts that 
it was almost noiseless in its operation. On a shelf 
near by was a tiny toy engine, so small that it could 
rest upon a silver quarter. It was running, sending 
out spurts of steam, swinging its piston-rod and tiny 
wheels, with a great deal of fuss. They were like 
two kinds of Christians. Some have motion and a 
little life, but no shafts, no products: simply keepin 
up steam. How differeni the other kind! Fille 
with the Spirit, shafts of holy sacrifice and. service 
stretch in all directions. ‘The heart, pulsating with 
the mighty motive power of love and prayer, will 
keep many heaven-sent workmen in the great work- 
shop of the world, transforming the raw material of 
human lives into the products of grace and glory. 
Which will you be, a Corliss engine or a mere toy? 
From F. H. Senft, in The Alliance Weekly. Sent 
by Amy Hillman, Teaneck, N. /. 


Keeping the Devils Busy. And when they had 
prayed, the place was shaken wherein they were 
gathered together (v. 31). A man dreamed he was 
traveling, and came to a little church, and on the 
cupola of that church there was a devil fast asleep. 
He went along farther, and came to a log cabin, and 
it was surrounded by devils all wide awake. He 
asked one of them what it meant. Said the devil, 
‘*I will tell you: the fact is that that whole church is 
asleep, and one devil can take care of all the people; 
but here are a man and woman who pray, aud they 
have more power than the whole church.”—From 
“* Thoughis From My Library,” by D. L. Moody. 
Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. ¥. 


* 59 


Oriental Lesson Lights 


‘By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


‘ Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


HE stone which was set at nought of on the 
builders (vy. 11). In the East the builder is a 
man of title. ‘The mason and the carpenter are 

called in Arabic by the same name as the master of a 
school, mua//im, teacher. He always has an attend- 
ant boy to hand the saw or take away the hammer, 
and thus save him from menial details. When ques- 
tioned about his work, he answers like Polonius, 
‘* Was there ever a time when I said a thing was so, 
and it proved otherwise?” Once an American mis- 
sionary on a journey found that his horse had lost a 
shoe, and he stopped at the forge of a village black- 
smith to have another puton, Noticing that some of 
the nails were likely to be carelessly driven into the 
sensitive part of the hoof, and thus lame his animal, 
he suggested another way'of doing it. The worktnan 

ointed out that, though that might be better for the 

orse, it would be incorrect professionally. After 
some persuasion he agreed to lay aside for once his 
status asa ‘teacher,’ and do what was best for the 
animal. (1) 

lhey were unlearned and ignorant men (v: 13). 

They spoke in plain words as men who had some- 
thing to tell, and were concerned that it should be 
understood. The modern rabbi when expoundin 
the text, sits in a chair, invested in his long robe an 
represents the authority of Moses. He quotes the 
sayings of the fathers, introduces obsolete Chaldaic 
words, and brings out strange, quibbling, ingenious 
values from the Bible, as a sleight-of-hand man brings 
ribbons and watches out of a hat. His audience feel 
that they are in the presence of a learned man, and 
are satisfied with the compliment of being supposed 
to understand it all! (2) 


ALEXANDRIA, Eoypr., 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


AST week we saw the Temple grounds at a dis- 
tance. Now come into the town once more and 
stand (at point 6 on the man) where these two 
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‘‘unlearned and ignorant men” lad often ** been with * 
esus” (Acts 4:13). Facing southwest as the spread- 
ing lines indicate, we look across a corner of the ‘I‘em- 
le grounds to the western section of the town, where 
Jewssh homes stand packed closely together on a hill- 
side. The whitewashed walls and rounding dome of 
the chief modern synagogue rise high above the sur- 
rounding house roofs, Without doubt some of the 
men who secured the arrest of Peter and John lived 
in homes on that very hill, Many and many a time 
the rulers and elders and scribes, Annas the high 
priest and Caiaphas and the rest of the conservative, 
orthodox people, had walked about this very court in 
which we are standing now. It is quite likely that 
their familiar synagogue stood near where that syna- 
gogue stands in 1916. The exact place where the 
council met for the trial is not known. 
Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ From the Temple area 
southwest over modern Jewish quarte: of Jerusalem.” 


‘The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the year. ‘The use of the 
stereograph will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places vea/. Forty-four places will be visited durin 
1916 ; the forty-four stereographs cost $7.33, and if they are all 
ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. ‘I'welve places are to be visited and described with the 
lessons of this quarter ; cost $2.00. ‘Ihe four for January alone 67 
cents. (Less than four in one order cost 20 cents each). 
Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Postage or express is prepaid 
on all orders for sterographs or stereoscopes. Lantern slides 
of the same scenes can also be obtained. Plain slides, socents 
each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more at one time prices are: plain slides, 
40 cents each; sepia, 45 cents; colored, $1. Address The 
Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St.. Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Can you prove ‘‘any old thing’’ from the Bible? Yes, you can. Wait a minute ; 
no, you cannot. ‘That is, sometimes you can, and sometimes you can’t. But do you 
know the way out of this puzzle? Do you know why so many persons are misled and 
harmed by the use of the Bible? . Do you know why so many others get a blessing from 
their Bible study that goes utterly beyond any blessing you have yet gotten, even though 
you have tried hard? ‘The Editor of The Sunday School Times will try to answer these 
questions in the leading editorial next week, in the remarkable ‘‘ Bible Study Number.’’ 


Three persons—a married couple and an older woman—sat together one evening re- 
cently in the living room of a suburban home. They were talking about some of the 
amazingly interesting and seldom realized truths of the Bible. ‘‘Oh, I wish I knew more 
about the Bible !’’ exclaimed the older woman. ‘‘ How can I study it for myself?’’ 
The answer, suggested there in that group, utterly surprised her. No; it wasn’t that 
she should go to a Bible class or join the Home Department of the Sunday-school, good 
as both those plans are. The method proposed, which she is now investigating for her- 
self, and which has proved an untold blessing to thousands, will be described in a*‘‘ Bible 
Study Number ’’ of The Sunday School Times to be issued next week. 


They wouldn’t even examine him for ordination, this young fellow who had had 
only one year’s training in the Bible Institute. But a certain church wanted him as its 
minister, and refused to take anybody else. Finally a larger council was called, and the 


_ young fellow was cross-examined. What happened then, and for years afterward, will 


be told in the Bible Study Number of the Times next. week. 


How many books of the Bible can you intelligently think through without opening 
your Bible? When you begin to master-the Bible in that way you will be digging down 
into an almost unexplored gold-mine. A reader of the ‘Times has asked for advice on this, 
Her letter will be discussed in next week’s ‘‘ Bible Study Number’’ of the Times. You 
can try the possibilities of book study yourself, on a little four-chapter book of the New 
Testament ; for one of the masters of book study of the Bible, Dean Gray of Chicago, 
will show how to study the Epistle to the Philippians for yourself in next week’s issue. 


Is it for, everybody except the over-crowded, over-loaded, over-tired mother and 
housewife of to-day,—the thorough-going Biblestudy that opens up new worlds? Two 
women will answer this question next week in the Times’ Bible Study Number, If you’ re 
oné of’ fini, blessed and crowded mothers, you may have a surprise waiting for you. 


‘Well, they felt they would have to come back... They had tried the Graded 
Lessons for several years, the folks in this Sunday-school, but at the beginning of 1915 
they returned: to. the International Uniform. Lessons. Then their attendance increased 
twenty percent, their offering twenty-five percent, and their lesson study five hundred 
percent. (Doesn’t The Sunday School Times believe in grading? Of course it does; 
but you can have splendid grading with the Uniform Lessons.) The superintendent of 
this school. will tell the story in next week’s Bible Study Number of. the Times. 


Shopping for Bible study help is profitable shopping. You can do it in your own 
home next week, if you take advantage of the advertising columns in the Bible Study 
Number of The Sunday School Times. ‘They may bring you the biggest blessing you 
have ever had in your life. 


[t’s a real banquet, the program for the readers of The Sunday School Times during 
the next few months. The extraordinary Bible Study Number hinted at above is only 
one of several such Special Numbers, —a Ministers’ Number (and that means that laymen 
will all want to read it) ; an Equipment Number, showing how to increase the efficiency 
of your church and Sunday-school in many ways ; an Evangelism Number that will thrill 
with the power of the good news ; a Boys’ Number so full of the best things for boy-life 
that every grown person will enjoy it; Williar: T. Ellis’ amazing series, ‘‘ Behind War’s 
Screen in Bible Lands,’’ will continue with such articles as his ‘‘scoop’’ on page 51 ; 
how to be systematic in your prayer life will be shown by Graham Scroggie of England as 
he continues his series (see page 55); and the eagerly awaited series of ‘‘ Simple Studies 
in Prophecy’’ by the veteran and beloved teacher of teachers, Dr. C. I. Scofield. 


If you have any friends who have never had The Sunday School Times, or who for 
any reason do not have it now, this is the year of all years for you to see that they begin 
immediately to receive it. 


The very best way to start them on this is to send us (The Sunday School Times 


-Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia) their names and addresses, so that we can mail 


to each of them for *¢hvee weeks a copy of The Sunday School Times without any charge 
or obligation whatever. From four or five hundred to a thousand or more free copies of 
the Times a day are going out in response to such requests. 


Will yuw help your friends in this direct way ? 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard © 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
it is So easy for us to compromise and tee 
when we speak for thee. Teach us —— 
pray thee, that we cannot take our stand 
both sides of the line that divides honest alle. 

jance to thee from the following of Satan. 

ay we have all the boldness that marked 
Peter and John. Help us to speak plainly the 
things that we know from experience of thee. 
and in this may our God be glorified. Ia 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

After the Lesson.—In a beautiful class- 
room on a bright Sunday morning a crowd 
of men had gathered to hear another man 
speak. In this crowd were professors and 
other teachers, lawyers, doctors, and busi- 
ness men, The man who was to speak to 
them had spent about fifteen years of his life 
behind prison bars as a desperate character. 
You would never have guessed it if you had 
looked into his face that morning as he stood 
before this group of men. He was a very 
plain little man, but there was something 
about his smile when he began to speak that 
would have held you instantly. You would 
have noticed also that his grammar was 
badly mixed up, but there was no confusion 
in the message that he delivered. He told 
not the outer details of his life, but the won- 
ders of God’s grace in saving him from his 
past sins, and in giving him something to do 
now in working among the neglected men 
of his kind in the near-by city. 

‘There never was a session of that Bible 
class where men were more impressed than 
on that morning. Some men were in tears ; 
others told with unaccustomed warmth how 
much the meeting had meant to them, Yet 
the man who spoke to them was most un- 
learned and ignorant, far more so than either 
Peter or John. He had something, though, 
that did not come from what we call ‘*learn- 


| ing,’’ and it was this grace of God that he 


poured out into the hearts of other men that 
morning. Once this man was asked to be- 
come the superintendent ofa mission, ‘* No,’’ 
he answered, ‘I ain’t fit for that,’’—then 
with a laugh, ‘* Why, I don’t even know 
what the word superintendent, means. No, 
1 can’t.do..that.’’ .But he went right on 
working for the men who needed him just 
the same. 

Up through our ignorance and lack of 


learning bursts the spring of oo I water - 


that is of Christ, and which is Christ himself. 
It is this consciousness of Christ that gives 
boldness ; this fact of Christ in the life that 
makes us unafraid. 


BOLDNESS edn CHRIST 


The first is the secret of the second. Am 
I bold and unafraid in him and for him ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Am I a soldier of the cross ?"’ 

‘* Breast the wave, Christian." 

‘* Fight the good fight with all thy might."’ 
‘** Jesus, and shall it ever be."’ 

‘* Lord, speak to me, that I may speak.’ 
‘* Stand up, stand up for Jesus.”’ 

** The Son of God goes forth to war." 

‘* Who is on the Lord's side ?”’ 


(References in parentheses ate to the metrical 
Psalm book ‘“‘ Bible*Songs.’’) 
Psalm 138 : 1-8 (295 : 1, 2, 4). 
Psalm 124 : 1-8 (269 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 2 : 1-12 (3 : 1-4). 
Psalm 118 : 1-29 (238: 1, 4, 16, 20). 
Psalm 134 : 1-3 (289: 1, 2). 


| Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—The power of God 
helps people to be strong and brave. * 
Before the Lesson.—Bettie was only 

three years old. Soon after she had learned 
to walk, when a baby, a wheel ran over her 
foot and made her lame, so that she walked 
on the ‘side of her foot. She came to the 
Beginners class in Sunday-school. . When 
the children marched Lettie always limped. 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 6 (Acts 4 : 1-31) 


One day a good doctor told her mother 
that if Bettie could go to the Children’s Hos- 
pital her foot could be straightened, and she 
could walk right. She would have to stay 
six weeks without her mother, for there were 
a baby brother and three young sisters at 
home, 

It was lonesome for Bettie in the hospital, 
but the nurses were very kind. Every Sun- 
day the children prayed that God would help 
Bettie to be brave, strong, and patient; not 
too lonesome without her mother, and that 
she might be made well and walk straight. 
About two months later Bettie came to Sun- 
day-scliool. How happy the children and 
teachers were to see her walk witbout limp- 
ing! Everybody was thankful that her lame- 
ness had been cured. 

Review.—-Who can tell the story about the 
lame man who was cured? Where did he 
often sit? How long had he been lame? 
Who helped him to stand? What did he do 
the first thing? It was no wonder that when 
they left the temple a crowd gathered to look 
at the man with Peter and John, Peter was 
glad to talk to them about Jesus, and to tell 
them that he couldn’t heal the man by his 
own power, but that God’s power in the 
name of Jesus helped him to doit. Repeat 
one line, “All hail the power of Jesus’ 
name,’ and sing : 

‘Holy! Holy! Holy! 
Holy is the Lord ! 
Holy is his dear name, 
Holy is his Word."’ 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., Chicago, 25 cents ) 


It would seem as if everybody would re- 
joice that the man had been cured. 

This Week's Lesson Story.—Some priests 
and officers of the temple heard that a crowd 
had gathered to listen to Peter’s story of 
Jesus, so they came to see and hear for them- 
selves, and they learned that a lame man 
had been healed. They saw him, yet they 
didn’t want the crowd to know about Jesus 
and believe in him. 

It was now evening, so the officers ar- 
rested Peter and John, and placed them 
under guard for the night. But the num- 
ber of men who believed on Jesus grew to 
about five thousand. 

‘Next morning many priests. and officers 
gathered to ask Petet and John.some ques- 
tions.’ When they were brought from the 
prison they were asked: Tell us, By what 
power and in what name have you done this, 
to heal a lame man ? 

Peter was glad of a chance to speak to 
these officers. He repeated his story about 
the lame man, and said, In the name of 
Jesus does this man stand before you well. 
.-. Neither is there any other name under 
heaven, that is given among men, wherein 
we must be saved. Peter told also the story 
of Jesus. Let-us tell it together: 


{ga"s lived on this earth ; 
e was once a little child ; 
He went about doing good ; 
He was crucified and buried ; 
He rose from the dead ; 
He went back to heaven ; 
He sent his Holy Spirit ; 
The Holy Spirit is our Helper ; 
We are Jesus witnesses, 
The priests and officers really wanted .o 
unish Peter and John, but they didn’t dare, 
Beside them stood the man who had been 
healed. They wondered why Peter and 
atone were so strong and brave, but they 
new that they had been with Jesus when he 
lived on this earth, 

Peter, John, and the lame man were sent 
out of the room while the officers and priests 
talked things over. They said, What shall 
we do to these men?, We cannot deny that 
a miracle has been wrought and the lame 
man cured, for we have seen him, We 
must not allow them to talk any more about 
Jesus to crowds on the street. 

Then they called Peter and John, and 
said, We will let you go this time, but you 
must stop teaching and speaking in the 
name of Jesus, Peter was brave enough to 
answer: We must speak about what we have 
seen and heard, because God wants us to. 
The officers didn’t dare to send them back 
to prison, so they warned them not to talk 
about Jesus, and let them go. 

Did Peter and John act afraid? They 
bunted up their friends the first thing, and 
told all that had happened since three o’clock 
the day before, when they first saw the lame 
man at the beautiful gate. 

After hearing the story, all these friends 
prayed that God would not let them be 
wfraid, but would give them power to be 
strong and brave enough to tell the story of 
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Jesus whenever they had a chance, As they 
prayed the whole place shook where they were 
gathered, and they felt the power of God’s 
Spirit to make them strong and brave. 
God’s Spirit can make children strong to 
say and do what is right. God’s Spirit has 
helped many good people to speak bravely 


for him, (An incident from the life of Liv- 
ingstone, Paton, or another missionary might 
be added.) 


Hand-work.—As a reminder of the lame 
man draw or cut out a papercrutch, Write 
on it somewhere, * trong.”” Let the 
children write ‘* The Lame Man’ who be- 
came strong enough to walk ; also the names 
of Peter and John, who were strong .and 
brave enough to speak about Jesus, 

CHICAGO. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


T’S nearly dark. A great crowd has gath- 
ered about the door of the temple at 
Jerusalem. The report is abroad that 

the man lame all his life can walk. All are 
trying to catch a glimpse of him. How did 
it happen? Peter answered their question. 
Faith in Jesus Christ, the Prince of life, 
whom they had killed, but raised by God from 
the dead, made this man whole (3 : 15, 16). 
** Repent, that your sins may be blotted 
out.’’ (E) 

Peter is interrupted, The service in- 
side the temple has been broken up be- 
cause people had stopped on the outside 
to see the cured man and to hear Peter. 
The priests in charge of the temple serv- 
ice, the captain stationed to keep order, 
are indignant. They will not have some 
sensationalism breaking up their well-ordered 
divine service. The Sadducees, too, were in- 
censed, for —— disbelieved in any resurrec- 
tion, and Peter had made reference to Christ’s 
resurrection. Without explanation these 
seized Peter, John, and perhaps the cured 
man, and hurried them to jail to await the 
assembling of the Sanhedrin in the morn- 
ing. (2) 


But many of them that heard the Word | 


believed. It was not the cure, but hearin 
the Word of God which led to their belief 
(Heb. 4: 12), That has ever been and con- 
tinues to be the way. Some accept the 
truth, others reject it. 
your teaching. Condemnation rests upon 
those who teach if they fail to give the 
truth of God’s Word (Ezek. 33 : 7-9). 

What total had the Christian roll reached, 
including these new Christians ?(v. 4.) What 
do you think were the emotions of these pris- 
oners upon being thrown into jail? Were 
they angry? Did they regret that they had 
cured the man? Why did they not resist 
their opponents and try to escape? Did they 
feel disgraced? Were they incensed at the 
wrong done them for the doing of a kind- 
ness? How do you imagine they spent the 
night? Were they afraid to face the San- 
hedrin? Had Peter feared on a previous 
occasion? (Luke 22 : 54-71.) What prom- 
ise of Christ’s undoubtedly came to their 
minds? (Matt. 10 : 17-20.) (3) 

The Sanhedrin was the great Jewish law 
court. It was composed of seventy-one of 
the leading men of the nation, priests, elders 
of the people, and renowned rabbis. Peter 
had once feared to meet this body. Now he 
is calm and fearless. Would you know the 
secret? Christ and the Holy Spirit have a 
new possession of Peter. (4) 

Observe the question put to Peter and 
John. By what force, magical power, did 
you do this?. They had hoped to convict 
them of sorcery, Notice the court evaded a 
clean-cut statement. ‘They had difficulty in 
expressing their question without betraying 
that they had no cause to defend. So they 
call it ‘*this,’? meaning the good done the 
lame man. 

Who could be so inhumane as to wish the 
healed man still lame? Their difficulty lay 
in the rebellion in their own hearts to God 
and his way. There are some of these people 
yet in the world. They would rather souls 
should be lost, never come into salvation, if 
they come through evangelistic effort. or 
preaching not in keeping with their own 
ideas. 

Peter’s reply shows keenness of mind. He 
calls ‘*this’’ by its right name, That which 
is right, that which is of God, will bear light, 
will need no cloaking. Beware of everything 
which needs disguising. 

Had it been some of us we would have 


This will be true of | 
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accused the Sanhedrin very emphatically of 
their unfairness or assumed a “holier than 
thou ’’ attitude, Peter shows not the faint- 
est hint of pride or egotism, Nor is there 
the slightest tinge of resentment for personai 
wrongs. 

Kindly, courteously, yet fearlessly, Peter 
exalts Christ. This man stands here before 
you whole, because he. is now in Christ (v. 
10). He is a monument to the living Christ 
whom ye crucified, Christ is the founda- 
tion, the chief corner-stone given by God. 
You in building your lives have oom and 
cast him aside, (Observe that Christ used 
the same quotation, Matt, 21 : 42). Reject- 
ing him, ‘has no other provision for sal- 
vation, for there is none other name (1 Cor, 
3:41, 12; John 14:6). Abraham Lincoln’s 
name on the Emancipation Proclamation 
brought to that document the support and 
power of the whole United States. Christ’s 
name stands for himself and all that he is. 

‘The god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of the unbelieving, that the light of 
the gospel. . . should not dawn upon them’”’ 
(2 Cor. 4:4). Many think that their re- 
spectability, morality, hospitality, liberality, 
or charity will bring them the favor of God, 
A man once dreamed that by his good works 
he was building a ladder to heaven. His 
ladder grew very slowly, and often he was 
discouraged. At length a good deed added 
the last round, But there in the door stood 
Christ. ‘I am the door”’ Sus 10 : 9). 
‘*No one cometh unto the Father but by 
me’’ (John 14 : 6). 

The rulers spoke of Peter and John as 
ignorant and unlearned men, meaning that 
they were men of private life, without title 
or Jewish learning, ‘Their words, conduct, 
and power puzzled the rulers in much the 
same way that Christ had. They had hoped 
that by crucifying Christ they were rid of 
him, When, lo! he reappears in these men 
with the same baffling mystery. That which 
troubled them in the Nazarene now has to 
be put down in these disciples. All that 
the rulers could say was that they recognized 
them as having been with Jesus. Everything 
about them identified them with him, What 
a tribute to the disciples. (§) 

‘* What shall we doto these men? *? What 
| did they do? (v. 18.). Why did they not 
| punish them? (v. 21.) Was Peter presump- 
| tuous in his answer? (vs. 19, 20.) _Where 
| did Peter and John go? (v, 23.) Observe 
what Peter did with his problem. He told 
God all about their threatenings. Peter did 
not ask God to punish them for wrongdoing, 
nor that he might get the best of the eldess, 
No. Peter asked for boldness to speak, not 
his own words, but ** thy Word.”’ 

Does God ever fail to answer the prayer 
thus asked in entire self-forgetfulness and 
solely for the glory of God ? (See vs. 31-33.) 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


What makes Philippi a city of especial in- 
terest ? : 





Relate Paul’s experiences in connection | 


with the establishment of the church at Phil- 
ippi (Acts 16 : 12-40). 

Where was Paul when he wrote the Phil- 
ippian letter? 

Of what did Christ-empty himself when he 
came to earth? 

How can one have the mind of Christ? 

What differentiates Christ’s death from the 
death of any Christian martyr? 


Los ANGELES, CAL, 
% 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


ond HAT deed in your whole life re- 
quired the most courage ?’’ asked 
teacher, 

‘*¢ Going for the doctor at midnight by the 
cemetery,’’ spoke up Bulldog Jones. 

‘* The hardest thing I ever had to do,”’ said 
Fred, ‘‘ was last summer when I umpired a 
ball game between our nine and the South 
Side bunch. I had to call one of their men 
safe at home-plate when it gave them the 
game, and everybody thought it was out. I 
knew they would call me a traitor and thief 
and maybe beat me up, but it was safe, and 
I stuck to it.’? 

‘That was real courage,’? remarked 
teacher, ‘‘just such as Peter and John had in 
this lesson.”’ 

He had Bumps review the story of how 
these two apostles got arrested. Then we 
each read the answer we had written to our 





home question. 


61 


We found out that they were tried before 
the Sanhedrin, the same court that tried Jesus 
the time Peter was so scared he stayed out 
in the yard and swore he didn’t know who 
Jesus was. 

Fatty told how they didn’t have a real trial, 
but just tried to make Peter and John confess, 

Peter didn’t try to deny Jesus this time, 
but preached his same sermon again to the 
judge and jury, how they had killed God’s 
Son, but God had raised him from the dead, 
and their only hope was to repent and believe 
in him, That was my answer, and I told how 
surprised the court was at such bold prisoners, 

The lame man, standing there, well and 
strong, was the best witness in their defense, 
Bert said, not by words, but just by his stand- 
ing ; and teacher added that sometimes just 
standing firmly by our Christian principles 
does more good than a whole sermon. 

The jury finally decided that Peter and John 
hadn’t done anything really wrong, but they 
told them not to do it again, preach Jesus, I 
mean, or they’d get something worse. 

Bulldog told how they took it. The apos- 

tles defied the court right to their faces and 
said, ‘‘ we can’t obey you, because God wants 
us to do the opposite. Then they went back 
to the upper room, told about the injunction 
against their preaching, and Carl said they 
prayed the Lord to make them bolder than 
ever, 
_ The lesson picture was taken looking from 
the ‘Temple area out over a part of Jerusalem. 
It was somewhere near here that the tria! was 
held. The jail was probably just outside the 
Temple courts, and the upper room where 
the disciples prayed for boldness was some- 
where out in the city in a house like the ones 
in the picture 

Next we had the dialogue. 
the high priest. Bulklog was Peter, and 
Fatty was John. Teacher had written out 
some words for Annas to say to fit verses 
eighteen and twenty-one, and for John to give 
for verse twenty-three, I read Peter’s words 
right out of the Bible, and all the rest of the 
class read in concert the prayer in the upper 
room, about the Gentiles raging, and all that, 
you know. It made’a right good dialogue 
and teacher fixed it up with the superinten- 
dent for us to give it again up on the platform 
at the close of school. 

Mr. Mason closed the lesson by talking 
about true courage, how it often takes more 
courage to do right when most everybody is 
against you than to fight in a battle. 


I was Annas, 





He told how Judge Lindsey out in Denver 
| the other week let another judge fine him 
| five hundred dollars rather than give away 
| what one of his juvenile court boys had told 
him in strict confidence, and that Judge 
Lindsey had promised never to tell because 
| it might hurt the boy’s mother, 

| Another hero who obeyed God rather than 
| men, he said, was lawyer Trickett who pad- 
| locked the saloons in Kansas City, Kansas. 
| The whiskey men set his home on fire, 
| mobbed him and everything, but he kept 
right on and enforced the law. 

Teacher says we don’t need to go to war 
| in order to be heroes, He says there are 
| battles of righteousness all about us that try 
men’s souls, and when we are called on we 
must pray, like Peter and John, that the Lord 
will give us great boldness to do the right. 

We all read the Golden Text: ‘Quit you 
like men, be strong,’’ and he prayed that ont 
of our class might come some brave Christian 
heroes who would obey God no matter what 
it cost. 

He gave each of us one of the following 
questions for next week, for us to write an- 
swers to: 


Where is Philippi? 

How was the Philippian church started? 
(Acts 16). 

Where was Paul when he wrote to the 
Philippians ? 

Why did Paul need to tell the Philippians 
to be of one mind? (Phil. 4 : 2). 

What cure does Paul give for quarrels? 
(Phil. 2 : 4). 

In what way will following Christ’s exam- 
ple prevent quarrels? (Phil. 2 : 5-7). 

How does God reward humility? (Phil. 
2:9). 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
Beginning. 
What deed in your whole life required most 


courage? 
Review story of Peter and John’s arrest. 








See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page sg in 
this issue. 








Illuminating Books on the 


INTERNATIONAL 
1916 UNIFORM LESSONS 


The Acts, seven Epistles and Revelation will be studied in the Uniform 
Lessons during 1916. The following books will be most suggestive in 
gaining a mastery of the Gospel message. 





By SiR WILLIAM M. RAmsay, 


A Chart of Paul’s Journeyings 


By C. E. ArRNnoitp, A.M. This popular little chart is printed on 
map paper, folding within stiff cloth covers, size 64%x3% inches, 
suitable for carrying inthe pocket. It contains five simple outline 
maps, showing the period of preparation, the first, second and third 
journeys, and the voyage to Rome, with Scripture references and dates 
in parallel columns. 20 cents, postpaid. 





The Sunday’ School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


The Apostles as Everyday Men 


By Presipent RoBerT E.Liis THompson, S.T.D. Do you know how 
each of the Twelve Apostles lived—and died? President Thompson 
pictures them as real men, with their weaknesses and their noble 
characteristics sympathetically set forth, He devotes a chapter to 
each of the six pairs of Apostles, and a chapter to what is known 
outside the New Testament about their life and death. This little 
book is a graphic, vivid character study, and an invaluable reference 
manual in Bible study. 50 cents, postpaid. 


Pictures of the Apostolic Church 


The greatest living master of the his- 
tory of Asia Minor and of the life of Paul has poured the wealth of 
his litetime studies into this work, The book is a simple, popular, 
but richly revealing series of word-pictures which set forth the life, 
conditions, events and character of the early Curistian Church as 
given in the Acts and certain of the Epistles. Sz. 50, postpaid. 
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Home Questions. 

Whom were Peter and John tried before? 

How did the judge conduct the trial? 

What surprised the court? 

Who was a witness for Peter and John? 

What was the court's decree ? 

How did Peter and John receive the decree? 

What effect did this trial have on.the other 
disciples? Show lesson picture. 

Dialogue by the class. 

Application. 

The highest courage is to do right in spite of 
opposition. Illustrated by stories of 
Judge Lindsey and Attorney Trickett. 

Closing prayer, 

TERRE Hautes, IND. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 

406. When did lions teach men to worship 
God ? 

407. Who were converted by a storm ? 

408. What was it that no man could see and 
live ? 

409. Who received twenty cities as a gift, 
but refused to keep them ? 


o. Who brought a blasphemous letter from 
his worst enemy to the Lord, and what 
was the dreadful answer that was made 
to it? 
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Answers to Last Week’s Questions 

401. The brazen serpent that Moses made 
and that Hezekiah broke because the 
Israelites had begun to worship it as 
an idol (Num, 21:93; 2 Kings 18: 1-4). 

402. Moses, when Israel fought with Ama- 
lek (Exod, 17 : 11-13). 

403. Tonah (Jonah 1 : 17; 2: 1-40). 

404. Each Israelite over twenty years of age 
paid a poll-tax of about fifteen cents at 
each census (Exod. 30 : 12-14). 

495. Manasseh (2 Chron, 33: 11) and Je- 
hoiakim (2 Chron, 30:6), kings of 
Judah, 

PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 














CANADIAN reader sends the follow- 
ing letter: 
‘For many years, ever since the 


| death -of my husband, I’ve continued hold- 


ing Family Worship. My greatest difficulty 
is leading: in prayer. This has been much 
harder since my children have grown up, our 
maid also joins ‘with us. I tried using a 
book of prayers, but they so seldom quite 
fit into our needs, specially in these days of 
unusual stress and anxiety. I should like 
to get a book that would be a help, suggest- 
ive of thought, but do not know where to 
find any such. Can you suggest one?”’ 

The writer’s is a common enough experi. 
ence, for most heads of houses have felt the 
need for help along the same line, and yet 
care must be taken lest in yielding to the 
printed forms of prayer we destroy prayer 
entirely, for only that is true prayer which 
is written on the heart by the Holy Ghost. 
If printed prayers are deemed necessary, 
much help would be found in the book of 
‘* Family Prayers for Four Weeks,’’ by the 
Rev. John Hall, D.D., published by Oli- 
phants Limited, 100 Princes Street, Edin- 
burgh, Scotland. 


january 31 to February 6 


Mon.—Acts 4: 1-12. Boldness of Peter and John. 

There is no explanation of Peter’s bold- 
ness other than that found*in the expression 
**Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
Peter by himself was ‘‘a straw blown away 
by the mocking wind,’’ but Peter filled with 
the Holy Spirit ‘*was a man of war, a sol- 
dier not to be put down, clothed with heav- 
enly panoply.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that the 
divine blessing may rest upon the ** Morning 
Watch" movement. If to seek first the 
kingdom ts the guarantee of all blessing, 
then to set apart the oe hour of the day to 
fellowship with the Lord ts to hallow every 


‘hour that follows. 
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Tues.—Acts 4: 13-22. Boldness of O>edience. 

These men may have lacked many things 
considered essential to effective service, but 
in the purpose of God they. had the true fit- 
ness, for ** they had been with Jesus.’’ That 
made them know the RIGHT. ‘* Whether 
it be RIGHT.’’ That is the word that thrills. 
Mere threats have no alarm for the obedient 
heart. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray fora guick- 
ening of evangelistic zeal throughout the 
land, Pray for all evangelists and for all 
evangelistic parties. Pray for all pastor- 
evangelists who in their churches are trying 
to keep alive among their people the passion 
for souls. 


Wed.— Acts 4: 23-31. Prayer for Help. 

They heard the threatening and ‘ reported 
all that the chief priests and the elders had 
said.’’ How interesting to have overheard 
that conversation, They then prayed, using 
the language of the second Psalm ; and when 
they had prayed the place was shaken, What 
a challenge this is to our poor empty times! 
WANTED! MEN WHO CAN PRAY. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a keener 
love for and a deeper interest in the Bible. 
Pray for all Bible schools, Bible institutes, 
and Bible teachers. Pray for the Back-to- 
the- Bible’ movement, which has now spread 
by its correspondence schools to all parts of 
the world. 


Thurs,— Eph. 6: 10-20. Boldness in Preaching. 

Paul had a great flow of language, but he 
did not depend on this gift. He would have 
his friends pray for him that he — spéak 
as God would have him speak. Preaching 
after God’s order makes a big demand on 
a man’s courage, for oftentimes unwelcome 
truths have to be proclaimed, but His grace 
is sufficient. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the vast 
Chinese: nation, For the many mission- 
ary agencies at work in that land; particu- 
larly the Medical Missions, which are doing 
nutold good to the people. Pray for an in- 
crease in the number of doctors and nurses. 
Almost every. medicad.. mission. statian . is 
understaffed, making the strain upon. the 


present workers very trying. 


Fri. —Dan, 3: 13-35. Boldness by Faith. 

The determination of the three Hebrew 
children remained unshaken notwithstand- 
ing the vehement threats of the haughty mon- 
arch. They left all to God in calm confi- 
dence, which is the true temper of humble 
faith. He will not suffer the righteous to be 
moved. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The country is 
being flooded with pernicious literature in 
the interests of almost every phase of the 
great modern apostasies. Pray that the 
Lora’s blessing may rest upon all good books 
and periodicals intended to neutralize the 
poison of the mass of evil works now so pro- 
liftc in every city. 


Sat.—1 Sam. 17 : 39-51. Boldness by Confidence. 

It is no part of faith to despise outward 
helps, and therefore David allowed himself 
to be ‘fitted out.’? In the armor, however, 
David’s movements were impeded, and like 
a wise man he cast it off. He knows no fear 
as he draws near to Goliath, who scans him 
with disdain and contempt. David’s confi- 
dence is in THE NAME. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that deliv- 
erance may come to many who once knew the 
Lord, but who have been caught in the 
meshes of the deadly heresies of these days. 
The votaries of these heretical systems are 
blinded by the god of this world, and alas, 
many of them imagine that they are doing 
God service. Pray for their enlightenment, 


Sun.—Heb. 4: 9-16. Mercy through Boldness. 

God’s throne is a ** throne of grace,’’ and to 
it we may come boldly, —that is, with ** frank 
confidence,’’ speaking everything in an un- 
restrained, full, outpouring of the heart. 
What Go we expect to get? Mercy for all 
our weakness, sin, and shortcoming, and 
grace for all our need. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for your own 
church, pastor, Sunday-school, superintend- 
ent, and teachers. For every department of 
the work of your church. The uniting of 
the members into one body of believers binds 
us to pray for one another. Let us not be 
unfarthful in this respect nor fail in our 
ministry of intercession. 


New York CITY. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, February 6, 1916 


Christian Endeavor Fidelity and 
Force. (Matt. 25 : 31-46. Christian 
Endeavor Day). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon. — Faithful service (2 Tim. 4 : 1-5). 
‘luES. —Faithful obedience (John i§ : 4-15). 
WED.—True to death (Rev. 2 : 8-10). 
‘THURS. —Spiritual power (Acts 1 ; 14-8). 
FRI.—Conquering love (1 Cor. 1g ; 1). 
Sat.— Force of goodness (Rom. 12 : 37-21), 














How can we show our fidelity ? 

Where must we obtain our power? 

In what directions should we apply our 
power ? 


E ARE in great danger to-day of get- 
ting a very narrow and inaccurate 
conception of force. All about us; 

it is identified with violence, with physical 
or military power. with coercive compulsion; 
But that is not the only kind of force in th 
world. There is the force of reason, of 
love, of truth, of kindness. And although 
it isa very old-fashioned idea, long out of 
date, there are some who still believe in the 
force of meekness and gentleness and self- 
sacrifice. But for the most part, our day 
will not even stop to consider such an idea. 
Force is physical, material power, the abil- 
ity to compel and subdue. The nation must 
have such an overwhelming force at its dis- 
posal for self-defense. The man who lacks 
it or who refuses to exercise it is a ** molly- 
coddle.’’ Some will admit that there are 
the moral kinds of force tov, and these 
should be first used but when they fail, it is 
contended, the time has come to use force 
that can’t be withstood. 
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It can’t be denied that a good deal of the 
noisest part of human history was produced 
by the fighters, the wielders ‘of force that 
sought its ends by breaking down and de- 
stroying what it attacked or. what attacked 
it. And yet even of written history this 
kind of force was not the sole creator. 
More was done by those who worked with 
energies of a far more powerful kind because 
invisible and when we turn from written his- 
tory, which is a tiny fraction of the life of 
humanity, to the full life of mankind we see 
that the forces that have make us were al- 
most entirely the forces of moral achieve- 
na and endurance, of truth and fidelity 
and love. 
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Loyalty is the greatest of all forces, and 
military loyalty, thoroughly noble, is not the 
only loyalty by any means. Faith in God 
is the highest loyalty and the greatest power. 
Those men have most deeply influenced the 
world and wielded the greatest forces who 
believed most unreservedly in the Unseen. 
What other lives have more deeply influenced 
mankind than Moses and Paul and Luther? 
And apart from the stream of our religious 
faith, what names are greater or represent 
a deeper influence than Plato, Confucius, 
Buddha, Mohammed? To the. extent that 
the lower forms of force found a place in 
these lives they were weakened. All their 
greatest strength lay in the forces which in- 
visibly and pacifically wrought through 
them. 

% 


What men want in those they employ is 
not occasional violence but steady fidelity. 
It is easy for a man to flare up in an occa- 
sional passion. The hard thing is for him 
to keep ceaselessly at work in the seasons 
when passion fails and when no one is look- 
ing on or cheering loudly around the ring. 

< 

*¢ Give us,’’ said Dean Stanley, ‘¢a man, 
young or old, high or low on whom we can 
thoroughly depend, who will stand firm 
when others fail—the friend faithful and 
true, the adviser honest and fearless, the 
adversary just and chivalrous, in such a man 
there is a fragment of the rotk of ages.’’ 


~ 


The one thing which God requires in men, 
as Paul thinks, ts faithfulness. 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 6 (Acts 4: 1-31) 


Age and ripe experience 
mean happiness and _useful- 
ness when mental and bodily 








WAR OR PEACE IN 1916? 


“A Ca which has been received with 
great favor as t of its kind that has yet ap- 
peared, the selections [one for e day] representin 


many of the very best things that have ever been sai 
in favor of the reign of law, security and peace,” is 
President David Starr Jordan’s word about 


The Peace Calendar and Diary 
for 1916 


The compiler of the calendar, Dr. J. a; Mullowney, 
who has put his time and money into the work in the 
interests of peace, finds himself with a quantity of the 
beautiful calendars and diaries unsold on account 
their late publication. They are therefore offered to 
"imes readers at cost price, 65centseach. Individuals 
or societies who wish to secure large quantities ma 
have them at any price they think they can afford. 


Dr. J. J. Mullowney, Paxtang, Pa. 
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God Himself is the great Fidelity. 
abideth faithful.”’ 

The mightiest force is the force of gentle- 
ness and love. It endures. Caesar’s influ- 
ence departed centuries ago, But Christ’s 
is greater than it has ever been. 

Any man is irresistible in his duty. He 
can at any rate die in devotion to it, but 
God will conquer for him through his death. 


New York City. 





Children at Home 








June Day’s Mistake 


By Pauline Frances Camp 


UNE DAY and May Blossom had been 

the best of friends for almost a year. 

All through the pleasant summer days 

they had kept happily busy, and September 

drew near without a single quarrel having 

taken place between them. How I wish I 

could stop right here! but that is the 

trouble with true stories; you have to go 

straight on to the end, and tell things just 
as they happened. 

For weeks and. weeks, the children had 
been looking forward to May’s birthday, 
which, strange to say, did wo¢ come in May, 
There was to be & grand party on that occa- 
sion, to which ten little girls were invited, 
and ice-cream, caiidy, lemonade, a big 
frosted cake with ten pink and white candles, 
games, prizes and all sorts of splendid things 
had been promised. Chatter, chatter, chat- 
ter, went the little red tongues, and twinkle, 
twinkle, twinkle, flashed the bright eyes, at 
the thought of the joys to come ! 

And then, right into the middle of the 
exciting preparations, there stepped an un- 
invited guest, who held up his finger, and 
said, ‘*Stop !’’ and sure enough, things did 
stop, as they always do, when Mr. Measles 
holds up his warning finger. The ice-cream 
was left unfrozen, the cake was not baked, 
the lemons were unsqueezed, and ten little 
disappointed girls sat down and cried. 

But Time jogs along, though sometimes, 
to little folks, he seems to nap on the way, 
and at last the day was set for the unwelcome 
guest to take his leave, and after that, the 
party might be- looked for at almost any 
time. 
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** Hurrah, hurrah, hurree!’’ sang June, 
with a clap of.her hands, and a twirl on her 
tippy toes, ‘* I don’t b’lieve I cam wait much 
longer.” 

One Friday afternoon, Mrs. Day sent 
June on an errand, telling her to be quick, 
as it was almost dark, and she did not want 
her to be out alone after dark; and away 
ran June, as light of heart as of foot. Half 
an hour later, just as Mrs. Day was begin- 
ning to feel uneasy about her, the door 
opened, and in came a small tornado in blue 

ingham! Straight to her surprised mother 
LHe rushed, ret flung al + pnt her, in 
a perfect whirlwind of sobs and tears. 

**Oh, I don’t love her one bit—she’s a 
mean old thing—I’ll never, never speak to 
her again—all the other girls invited—” 
were some of the words Mrs, Day caught, 
as shestried to quiet the excited child; but 
it was a long time before June was calm 
enough to tell her story. 

She had finished her mother’s errand and 
was hurrying home, when she thought she 
would run round to May’s house just for a 
minute, and see if perhaps her little friend 
might be at the window; ‘‘and mother, 
when I got there, the parlor was all lighted 
up, and the curtain was only half way down, 
and I saw lots and lots of little girls; and 
they had on white dresses, and big bows of 
ribbon on their hair, and it was a real, real, 
party! and then they brought in little tables, 
with white covers, and ice-cream, and they 
all sat round them, and then—”’ sobbing, 
‘*T didn’t stay any longer, and I’m never, 
never going to speak to May Blossom as 
long as I live!”’ 

Mrs. Day was very much puzzled. 

** Dear, i think there must be some mis- 
take. I am sure May would not-have a 


of | party without you.”’ 


**But I saw them, mother; there were 
ever and ever so many of them, and nowit’s 
all over and I never cam go to it, and maybe 
there won’t be another party till I grow up!”’ 
and with another burst of tears the child 
threw herself on the floor in a passion of 
despair. 

It was a very cloudy little June Day who 
walked slowly down the street the next 
morning, caring very little where she went. 
It was not till she was roused by a sharp 
tapping that she looked up and found she 
was in front of the pretty brown cottage 
where May Blossom lived, with May herself 
standing at the window, nodding, and smil- 
ing and waving her hand in eager delight. 

And June, poor unhappy June, her heart 
full of anger and resentment, stared at her 
for a moment uncertainly, and then, and 
then—oh dear me, what do you think she 
did? Why (she—made—up—a—face !) 
Yes, that’s just what she did, really and 
truly! I put those curved lines round it, 
so we can whisper it very softly, and then 
we will hurry away from this part of our 
story as fast as ever we can, for it was all 
over in a minute, as one little girl whisked 
round thé corner of the street, and the other 
flew to her mother for comfort. 

An hour afterward, Mrs. Blossom and 
Mrs. Day were seated close together on Mrs, 
Day’s porch. Both ladies were talking 
busily, and it was not long before peals of 
laughter startled the old Plymouth Rock 
rooster, who was picking his way daintily 
across the gravel walk below, causing him 
to scuttle hastily round the corner in a most 
undignified manner, to his six wives, where 
he flapped his speckled wings fiercely, and 
expressed his ruffled feelings in a long, loud, 
indignant cr-o-o-ow ! 

Just before dusk, Mrs. Day called June to 
her; ** Here is a note, dear, that I want 
you to take over to Mrs. Blossom right 
away.’’ 

‘Oh, mother, please don’t send me there ! 
Can’t Mary go?”’ 

‘““No, dear; I wish you to take it 
yourself, and at once. Mary is busy just 
now, so run along, dear, and don’t stop to 
argue.” 

When mother spoke in that tone, June 
knew she must obey, so taking the note she 
walked slowly and reluctantly away. 

**Oh, dear, I don’t want to go one speck, 
but I s’pose I’ll have to! but any way, if I 
should see May Blossom forty times, I 
wouldn’t speak one word to her, so now!”’ 

When she reached the house, she rang 
the bell softly, hoping no one would hear 
her, but the door opened quickly by Mrs. 
Blossom herself. She didn’t seem at all sur- 
prised to see June, but with a smiling greet- 
ing would have drawn‘her into the hall ; but 
Tune objected. ‘No, thank you ma’am, I 


again behin 





didn’t come tostay. Mother sent you this 
note, and I don’t think there is any answer, 
She didn’t tell me to wait.’ : 

**Oh, yes, ‘there’ is’ an-answer,”” laughed 
Mrs, Blossom, ‘‘ and you must come in and 
wait for it.”’ 

Rather unwillingly June ‘followed © her 
down the long hall, at the end of which was 
a closed door, Mrs, Blossom opened it, 
and giving i ‘a gentle push, closed it 

her, leaving the child dazed 
and bewildered, in the very midst of—was 
it another party? Tig, 

White dresses fipttered and gay ribbons 
nodded over merry faces, and to June the 
whole room seemed full of light and color, 
Turning, she tried to find the door, but sud- 
denly two warm, soft arms were clasped 
around her neck, and a’ laughing, loving 
voice was crying, ‘*Oh, you dear, I am so 
glad you came ; I was so afraid you would- 


‘n’t! No, you can’t get away, Cause I’m 


going to hold you tight, and you’ve got to 
turn round and tell me what you think of 
my party!"? and June was whirled round, 
face to face with all the little girls, And 
what-do-you-think? why, every one had 
May’s face, and May’s white gown, and May’s 


blue ribbons, for she was looking right into | 


the full length panels of a-large triplicate 
mirror, and away down its shining vistas 
stretched rows and rows of little girls, all 
smiling and dimpling and nodding their 
heads gayly to her! 

**Tt belongs to Miss Mary,’’ went on the 
laughing voice, ‘and when she heard I 
couldn’t have my birthday party, she had it 
brought down-stairs, and said I should liave 
a party any way; and it did truly seem like 
one. And then you looked’in the window, 
and saw us just as mother brought in the 
little table with one saucer of ice-cream, and 
I should think you would be mad,—and 
we’re going to have the real party next week, 
and, oh, Junie, Junie, how cou/d you think I 
would have one without you!’” How much 
longer May would have gone on I can not 
say, but just here her breath gave out and 
I am going to stop ; because I feel sure that 
what June had to say, was meant for May’s 
ear alone } 2 
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Pressed Hard 
Coffee’s Weight on Old Age 


When people realize the injurious ef- 
fects of coffee and the better health that 
a change to Postum can bring, they are 
usually glad to lend their testimony for 
the benefit of others. 

‘‘My mother, sinee her early childhood, 
was an inveterate coffee drinker, had 
been troubled with her heart for.a num- 
ber of years, and complained of that 
‘weak-all-over * feeling and sick stomach. 

‘‘Some time ago I was making a visit 
to a distant part of the country, and took 
dinner with one of the merchants of the 
place. I noticed a somewhat unusual 
flavor of the coffee, and asked him 
concerning it. He replied that it was 
Postum, 

‘*I was so pleased with it that I bought 
a package to carry home with me, and 
had wife prepare some for the next meal. 
The whole family liked it so well that 
we discontinued coffee and used Postum 
entirely. 

‘*T had been very anxious concernin 
my mother’s condition, but we ontiost 
that after using Postum for a short time 
she felt much better, had little trouble 
with her heart, and no sick stomach ; 
that the headaches were not so frequent, 
and cher general condition much | im- 
proved, his continued until she was 
well and hearty. 

‘‘T know Postum has benefited myself 
and the other members of the family, 
especially my mother, as she was a vic- 
tim of long standing.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich, 

Postum comes in two forms: 

Postum Cereal— the original form— 
must be well boiled. 15c and 25§¢ pack- 
ages. 

Instant Postum—a soluble powder— 
dissolves quiekly in acup of hot water 
and, with cream and sugar, makes a de- 
licious beverage instantly. 30c and s50c 
tins. 

Both kinds are equally delicious and 
cost about the same per cup. 

** There’s a Reason” for Pesto. 

—sold by ‘Grocers. 
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What You 
Really Do 
When You 
Hand a 
Specimen 
Copy to 

a Friend 


WHEN you de him a copy 
of The Sunday School 


Times for examination, you 
expose him to the influence of 
a group of writers who know 
how to help the average man 
to do above the average work. 


OU introduce him to Sun- 

day-school leaders who 

will talk with him every week 

the year round about the spir- 

itual life, the work of Bible 

study, of Bible teaching, and 
Sunday-school work. 


You enlarge his horizon sy 

bringing him into con- 
tact with world-wide missions, 
and the latest news of biblical 
reséarch in the lands of the 


Bible. 


OU set before him an 

equipment with which 

you yourself are thoroughly 

acquainted as a chest of tools 
in Christian work. 


ALL of this is what you do 

when you ask for a speci- 
men copy of The Sunday 
School Times to give to a friend, 
or request us to send a copy 
to an address that you furnish. 


WE ARE glad to send cop- 

ies of three consecutive 
issues to aS Many persons as 
you will name, or we will send 
a package of them direct to 
you for distribution among 
your fellow-workers. 


ITERALLY thousands of 
our readers have been 
doing this with an increasing 
spirit of co-operation in the last 
year or so. 


OESN’T the announce- 

ment on page 60 convince 

you that now is the time to act 
on this suggestion ? 


The Sunday School Times Co. 





1031 Walnut Street Philadel phie 
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Weak Nerves 


—a ‘‘shaky”’ feeling, or agitation, 
resulting from mental s or 
suffering, are caused by lack 


of phosphates .in the nerve cells. 
Renew the nerve-force, and brace 
the nervous system by taking 


HORSFORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 


i Keep a bottle in your home | 










45 
Ladies! Base rerestsse ting at 
about our Neat, Noiseless, 


Flexible, Comfortable, unlined Vici Kid 
ew 


4 N 
CeaMiventnes ney. sate. in re- 


as old ones. 
it and feel like a kid glove. O'Sul- 
Jivan's Rubber Heels on all styles. Cus- 


ae kDa 


‘ tomers every w! 
$8.95 Powpant. DEPT, 186 SUMMER 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS €r_bomes and churches sent on 


approval, Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which pane or or- 


gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo. ,Dept.T,Chicego 




















Send a post card for the. folder 
which describes the “ Times” 
Teacher’s Equipment Library 
Plan. You can secure some 
valuable method books for 
yourself, or..your-school, by 
organizing an introductory club 
of new subscribers to The Sun- 
day School Times. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 


The Sunday School Gines 


Philadelphia, January 22, 1916 














| Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch), For 
detailed information address ‘he Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Buiid- 
ing, Philadelphia, 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada. These 
rates include postage : 


$1.00 


age to one 


One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five. $1.50 each, 
year. One copy, five years, $6.00, 

One free copy addi- 


> per 
ree Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. ie 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
ot The Sunday School Times Company. 





Tur SunpDay ScHooL TiMEs Co., Publishers, | 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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‘Books and Writers | 


T. B.—Playing the Lone Game Con- 
sumption (By Thomas Crawford..Gal- 
breath),—Only those families into whose 
midst Tubercle Bacillus flaunts the tell-tale 
signs of his presence know the deep dread 
with which [ is received. The Lardicst 
kind of warfare is demanded on his firing- 
line; of the will and the spirit, as well as 
the body, This sound and sane little book 
is the personal experience of a college ath- 
lete with the enemy. He goes into the 
simple every-day details. which are such 
stumbling-blocks to the novice, and shows 
the mistakes which have prolonged his own 
fight. The fine manliness with which he 
advises the invalid never to become a self- 
conscious, chronic dead-weight, and shows 
the opportunity for the finest heroism in the 
greatest* weakness, is a tonic in itself. The 
book is highly commented on by some of the 
most notable names in the tuberculosis cam- 
paign, both of the East and the West. (For 
sale by the author, University Park, Colo. 
50 cents, cloth; 25 cents, paper.) 


Immigrants in the Making.—Noth- 
ing hinders the solution of the immigrant 
problem so much as the prejudice and lack 
of sympathy the average American feels for 
his foreign-born brother. To aid in over- 
coming this a series of small books is being 
issued by Revell under the general title 
‘*Immigrants in the Making,’?. These plan 
to give in compact form the leading charac- 
teristics, the industrial :nd artistic achieve- 
ments, and the political and religious history 
of those peoples who form the larger part of 
the immigrant stream. Two of the series 
have been issued: ** The Bohemians,’’ by 
Edith Fowler Chase,.and ** The Italians,”’ 
by Sarah G. Pomeroy, They are full of in- 
terest, and can scarcely fail to serve their 
purpose well, Few could read them with- 
out a new feeling of sympathy for the immi- 
grant, and a determination to see that he 
gets a ‘‘square deal.’’ In ‘* The Bohe- 
mians ’’ Miss Chase pays great tribute to the 
sturdy, liberty-loving fellow-countrymen of 
Huss, and” shows” how, greatly Protestant 
America is indebted to them for the inheri- 
tance that is hers because of her Puritan an- 
cestors, Miss Pomeroy, while agreeing with 
Dr, Steiner that the Italians form one of the 
most dangerous classes in the immigration 
of the present day, shows that they possess 
} vqeeres which, rightly developed, will be of 
the utmost value to the nation. Both 
little books are deserving of very wide vead- 
(New York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 
paper, each 25 cents net.) 


*% 

A Calendar to Teach Peace 
UROPE’S war has probably called forth 
more peace literature than. has ever 
appeared before. Of the vast number 
of peace documents of various sorts that have 
been pouring from the presses, one of the 
most interesting and unusual in form and 
substance is ‘* The Peace Calendar and Diary 


for 1916,’’ prepared by John J. Mullowney, 
M. D., the author of the ** Revelation of the 


Chinese Revolution.’’ 


The small decorated pages of the calendar 





Five or more copies, either to | 
separate addresses or in a pack- | 
address, $1,00 each, per year. | quotations represent Cicero, Shakespeare, 


are most attractively printed in various styles 
of type, and are put together on a neat 
metal standard. There is a quotation against 
war or for peace for each day of the year 
1916, The brief;sentiments are culled from 
the writings or sayings of distingtiished men 
and women of the past and present. The 


| Franklin, Napoleon, some members of the 
| German Reichstag, French, English, and 
Chinese statesmen, and the Bible. There 
is a quotation from each of the twenty-eight 
Presidents of the United States inserted in 
the Calendar on their respective birthdays, 
A striking introduction on ‘* Peace at Any 
Price’? is written by David Starr Jordan, 
and Dr. Mullowney himself has written a 
number of the quotations. 

The sentiments of this Calendar make an 
exceedingly interesting study on peace, and 
represent the views both of men who know 
Christ and men who do not. They should 
shed much light on the question as to what 
relation a Christian ‘Should: have: to war. 
| They veflect also the sad and usual fallacy 
that peace may come to the world in some 
L-other way than through the blood of Jesus 








Curist, ‘*War will never be abolished till 
the great world conscience—the conscience 
of the common people—is aroused,”’ sug- 
ests the spirit of many of the quotations. 

f this were true, then indeed might we de- 
spair of the coming of peace. 

One of the most striking or the quotations 
is that attributed to Napoleon, ‘‘ The more 
I study the world, the more I am convinced 
of the inability of force to create anything 
durable.’” A companion piece to this is 
Mr. Bryan’s word, ‘‘ Permanent peace 
cannot be built on force or fear; it must 
rest upon love and the spirit of Brother- 
hood.’? Few Christian statesmen seem to 
realize that this spirit of brotherhood will be 
impossible for the world until Christ comes 
again and brings it. 

Copies can be secured from Dr. John J. 
Mullowney, Paxtang, Pa., at65 cents. Lower 
special rates will be made to those desiring 
to purchase large quantities. 


7 
A Plea for the Best Hymns 


( Continued from page 56) 


If only the Sunday-school songs taught me 
in those days could as well have withstood 
the test of time! To-day most of them are 
wholly forgotten—and deserve to be. A too 
considerable number are remembered only 
to be smiled at. A blessed handful remain 
to be loved and taught to my own children, 
We are more logical in our teaching of Bible 
verses: a child is taught the Lord’s Prayer 


not because it is down to the level of his| | 





comprehension, but because his comprehen- 
sion will never exhaust its meaning. 


twenty-five best hymns,’”’ but of ‘‘twenty- 
five hymns that every child should know’’: 


Lead, kindly light. 

. Jerusalem the golden. 

Onward, Christian soldiers. 

‘The spacious firmament on high. 

. Beneath the cross of Jesus. 

By cool Siloam’s shady rill, 

O love that wilt not let me go. 

. Abide with me. 

How gentle God's commands. 

‘Khe-King of love: my Shepherd is, 

. Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

. Holy ! Holy! Holy! 

. ‘Ten thousand times ten thousand. 

. Nearer, my God, to thee. 

. Immortal love, forever full. 

. ‘The Son of God goes forth to war. 

. Faith of our fathers living still. 

lhere is a green hill far away. 

. Break thou the Bread of life. 

. All hail the power of Jesus’ nama 

. Safely through another week. 

. O little town of Bethlehem. 

. O Master, let me walk with thee. 
We march, we niarch to victory. 

. Fling out the banner. 


BY ey anew pn 


‘There are other hymns **Just as good’’; 
the list may be ‘greatly extended ; but before 
admitting a hymn to this noble company, a 
superintendent or chorister should examine 
it carefully for the three essentials: good 
music, worthy words, and religious signifi- 
cance, 

Excepting for the omission of some per- 
sonal favorite, I am bold to believe that little 
faule Will be found with this list, unless it be 
that the hymns are ‘‘ too literary,’? In which 
case I answer in the words of the wise man 
who—in another connection—said ; *‘ It must 
be a strange theology which can see incom- 
patibility between divine inspiration and per- 
fection of literary setting.” 

In teaching these songs to a school that 
has been using music other than the best, 
begin with one of the rousing hymns they 
cannot help liking: number 24, 25, or 13. 
(Number 1 is the most difficult, but must not 
be omitted.) Let the words always have due 
attention: ‘*Sing unto the Lord with the 
spirit and with the understanding.” 

Having taught these twenty-five hymns, 
you will probably find that your members no 
longer care so much for the other kind. You 
will have enriched them with a permanent 
possession of religious aspiration and incen- 
tive, but, what is even more important, you 
will have stimulated the growth of a sound, 
healthy taste,.which will lead them, of their 
own initiative, to seek the best and to love it. 
—Frederick Halil, Dundee, Til. 





Without adverse criticism of any other | | 
hymns, may I then offer this list, not of ‘* the | 








TEACHERS’ GUIDE 1916 4. 


\ 


(Lesson for Feb. 6) January 22, 1916 


LEARN MUSIC 
AT HOME! - 














Lessons oP ay by Note Pia 
r. a Cornet, rey 
"Cell Special Lim: 
i ee 
e ol 
9 postage, eee is sana " 


" ners or ad- 
pils. erything il- 
in, simple, sys- 
ree lectures each 
6 pants success.’ Start 
rite for Free Book- 
‘o-day—Now. — 


U. S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
: Box 83 
225 Fifth Avenue, New York City 










The Wonder Book 


OF GOSPEL SONG, entitled 


Gospel Message 1,2,3 Combined 


472 world’s best gospel hymns with music, including 
the famous pieces of all evangelistic campaigns from 


Moody & Sankey to Billy Sunday 


Get the best known pieces beside nearly 100 new ones 
all in one book. Only $18 the hundred. Other 
bindings at slight increase. reachers or superin- 
tendents may have free examination sample. 


HALL-MACK C0., 1018-20 Arch St., Philadelphia 
Agency, Chicago, 425 South Wabash Avenue 












DON'T BE FOOLISH AA ee ere 
eS a 
Goetneet Scohehing Oo. Lakeside Bldg. Chicago, ttt. 


——+ 


The best place for rest or recreation 
or recuperation is 


ATLANTIC CITY 
CHALFONTE 


is especially well adapted to accom- 
modate those who come to secure them. 


Write for Illustrated Folder and Rates to 


THE LEEDS COMPANY 


On the Beach Always Open 


(Pocono MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
‘, Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W.R. R. 


Under Quaker management; 1,800 feet above sea 
level; 800 acres; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling ; 
ample garage; fine stone roads. J,W. Hurley, Mgr, 
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When weri advertisements, please 
mention The easy School Times. 
‘The 4 ”” Individual 
Sanitary conmmioe CUPS 
Convenient, Noiseless and Sanita 
The individualcom- 
munion service per- 
mits an impressive 
We introduced indi- se 
cups (many 
We make the finest quality of , 
beautiful’ polished trays SENT FOR TRIAL 
supply thousands of sa‘ con lions. Send for list of 
these churchés and CA! with quotations. 
SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO., 7th St., Rochester, W. Y. 











TARBELL’S 


REVELL COMPANY 
125 N. Wabash Av 





